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MITCHELL PRINCIPLE: IKA STATEMENT

1. 1 saw Martin mansergh

2. Mansergh 53id that the IRA

Surprise to him. He was aware

apstracts of security reporcs’

of the IRA with the approach

applied to & strateg

cease-fire being courted by cthe sma

RSF/Continuity Army Council/iKS®) ar

brought to bear on the likes of Adama

plicd to spesifica such as sinn

Mizchell r es on u septempe

seeking to ce:

round (and h
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the Miccnell irinciples would cniy be X >t what

anticipated Lo be a number of alarums ar 1sions witl
Republican movement over the mext few morc 

suc even

mansergh had thought that the IRA would re , the Sinr

adherence to the Mitcheil Principies, t ng ot their

statement had been "unfortunate'. 11y unfortunate

mind, had been the fact that S omitted to

the Taoiseach in advance. The Taoiseach had been very

py this. Likening "certain tigures'

Lo puppeleers with a different puppet

that An Phoblacht was the sina rein 5 he was

drsappointed chat the Taoiseach had 
scrame

together a statemerc for the Dail that

message CO Simn Fein (which he claime

that che IRA scstement had “diminished

noped that the tough line taken by the

coupled with the statements coming fro
m Lendon

would have an effect on Adams. li¢ went ¢

that cthe UUP would see the statement as

peat Sinn Fein in Che talks process, rather than

them Co stay at a distance (either inside Castle

out).

5. rhis latter point led him on to the exchanc

NG.10 over language on deCOMmiSSiONLUG consent . Manserg

said thac their difficulties on consent as they had beer

were purely internal (ie Fianna Fail grass roots) and had
fothing to do with the well known Repubiican position. On

gecommissioning, however, their

more forward language che I

accusations of bad faith fxom th 
n movement

then went on CO emphasise that « nguag ch, a

it, had been conaiticnaily agreed betw 
prime

miniscers, could only be used in . ot the UUP coming
board fully in cthe talks. ‘he 3 go as far as

they had in the event of Trimble only g up to some

version of proximity ralks

4. Time was short, with Mansergh preparing to go off to th

Bia weekend in Cambridge. Others the Ambas:

will nave a chance for further &

e interesting to see his justification

more forward language on decommissioni
r

open Lo accusacions of bad faith

on this next time 1 see him.
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