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KR  After yiostarday's st -
yL=sierday s siatement do you still thin ‘8 i% a ralatinneh;
betwean Sinn Fein and the INA i Sk el ‘E’;&F
%)

:3!':: We ‘ra;w: _{zlw.aa_,r;-j beheved that Sinn Fein and the IRA are Inextricably
inked. That's why when Sinn Fein s5ign up to as they have done to the

Mitchell principles which means they are committed to the non viglent

demacratic path wo inust hoid th
' 4 T s | i ) Em ] - 4 ' -
safistiad to that to make sure that that principle is

KB Do you understand the

peoples’ 3 RS, o
pack into politics”? HEOPIES concern about the gun being brought

=] T W e o TRTT 1T i
a::.gi : lIh.aut -+ [ecisely why | oxpect the Mitchell principles to be adhered lo
gy are not adhered 10 by any party they will be out of the talks.

KR There has beoen <

ome confusion about consent wh
understand by consent” t, what do you

PM My understanding of consent is that there

. must be no ¢
constitutional stitus of Northern € no change in the

Ireland without the consent of the jori
Itusol , & majorily of
people in Northern Iroland. Furthermore that that applies to the pn:u;:ulss m}:

negotiation that the safequards that are there, the triple lock if you like, must

be an arfaﬂg[-_;n'|;sn[ that moets ;
ML hal meels and agree : i
and the people greed is to by the parties, Parliament

KR Do you think 1t

e prnciple of consent wi '
negohations? will apply right through the

PM Yes thal s all o: FIXE 3
- s h-':..]” [a ] Ll'l.il]ljlﬂg Gr Cnnthnce [ha! 'I.I'III'F '
democratic lasting pelitical setllement, A

KR

There are also obvious worries about decommissioning.. ...

PM The document thal we have agreed with the Irish Government is in

iiieggs r:a?iitu;int: that the previous British government had negotiated
< T dre lnying 1o do s to make sure that we don't set u
Drﬁcqudn[!ﬂﬂh or {1&)5!&1[:4’55 h'-.” we d{:l QE.'I' dECﬂmmIESI{]nrn : k‘p |
pﬂs&nlme. _My own view is thal we should get decammissic?n?ns qnuu: A
:hdﬂn ! Delieve there 1s any justification for any illegally held wgap?::é to be
ere at all. That we 5o Up & process and expect all parties to adhere to that

Rrocess in good tith, say that wo n m < n
il 1. 3 " |_|.[ "l'-lr.-\.| Wﬂ t !D SEE -E_l 351 ;

KR  The IRA says that

i e vies o
surrender? It view haﬂdlﬂg In guns is laﬂfan“rﬂunl 0
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. PM | dont lhink that's true al all. We must try

chance to begin regoliating on the substance of
tor Morthern Ircland. The

lo give people the very best
a lasting political setllement
most frustrating thing about this process is that
there is a substantial measure of agreement both that therc necds to bo
some lorm of relahonship between Northern Ireland and the Republic and
there needs 10 be a1 system of devolution of power in Northern Ireland itsoif.
And what | wouid hke o do 1S to get on and discuss those cross bordin
arrangements. the devolvod assembly, the substance of the negotiations so
thatl we can pul m place that lasling settlement, get it agreed by the people
ana start a situation n Northern Ireland where politics is about the things that

It should be about  schools hospitals, crime rate, jobs for people rather than
what il has becn aboul,

KR The Unionists have g very important decision lo make aboul the talks -
what weuld you say 1o the Unionists?

PM  Well | don't want to Presume more or intrude upon their discussion in
any way that is unhelpful at all. Al I would simply say is that there are all
sorts of extremists in the situation who want to wreck this process, becausc

they don't really want a seltiement. | think that decent moderale people, lhat
thern Ireland want to see a situation where the

huge majority of people in Nor
Unionists’ concerns are represented very directly in any cornors where Sinn
g made and my firm

Fein are confronted with the arguments that are bein
» etter that people are in there arguing their case on the

convIClion is that 1
firm understanding that the agreements in relation to non-violence of the
orced by the Government, that it is betler for

Mitchell principles will bo ent
them (o be in that prucess rather than outside jt.

KR And looking anead e
what that a refercndum

' ext week you are still determined no matter

PM | want that o happen. | mean | de

I think we are in a situation where there is the potential for hope thal what |
have learned about the siluation in just these few months of government is

that if it 1sn't moved forward. it shides backwards and | desperately want il to
move forward

Speralely want it lo happen because

KR Can | ask you just one hinal
Adams ..

question. Do you intend to give Gerry

PM  Well there are no decisions that have been taken on that at all yet and
any such decisions wili be taken in the tuture. What | think is important is that

if we can get a decent Process gomng and we can start talking about the

substance of a lasting nolibeal settlement in Northern Ireland, that so many
more things become possiblo. 30 many more doors are opened and all the
way through the most heart rendering moment for me since the election in

relation to Northern Ireland wds meeling young people from both sides of the
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community that came and saw me in Downing Street and | met those youn
people and they spent 4 week in London. It was the first time the hajteaﬁr
been mixed together fron: the two sides of the two traditions and I‘;:Er 2 th i
Ken,: v.;ilh l.*‘u: >ama ntarests, the same likes, the same desires with ;he1:iiey
!:gcﬂt Eu:; e'frﬂ: Ihr--;f .f-'wrs and yet separaled by this appalling historical
gacy ell 1just fecl an urgent sense of responsibility to remove that and
allow them o lead normal Iives and get on together iy

KR And you will play a role in that?

FM 1 will play a3 very im '
| RV A very imporlant role in that. | am commi to '
Delore the alertinn Ewould Be and | aim now i e

KR Prime Mimsier thank you




