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KR After yesterday's statement do you stil think there is a rofationship

< an 1e0M PO GARDIEE

betweon Sinn Fein and the IRA 
Ao

PM We hiave always believed that Sinn Fein and the 1RA are inextricablyimked. That's why when Sinn Fein sign up to as they have done to theMilchell principles which means they are commiled 10 the non violentdemacratic path we nust noid them to that to make sure that that principle issalistied

KR Do you undurstang the peoples’ concern about the gun being broughtoack into politics”

PM That's precisely why | cxpect the Mitchell principles to be achered oand if they are nat adhered to by any party they will be out of the talke,

KR There has been some confusion about consent, what do youunderstand by consent”

PM My understandig of consent is that there must be no change in theconstilutional status of Northern Ireland without the consent of the majorily ofpeople in Northern lrcland. Furthermore that that applies to the process ofhogatition that the safequards that are there, tho triple lock if you fike, muste an arrangement that moets and agreed is to by the partios. Parliamentand the people

KR Do you think he princilo of consent will apply right through the.negotiations?

PM_ Yes that is all part of building of confidence that we can getademocratic lasting political settiensent,

KR There are also obvious worries about decommissioning.....”

PM_ The document thal we have agreed with the Irish Government is inessence the document that the previous British government had negotiatedwith and what we are 1rying 10 do is to make sure that we don't set upPreconditions or obstacies but we do get decommissioning as quickly aspossible. My own view is that we should get decommissioning now1 Jon't befieve there 15 any justiication for any ilegally held wespons to bothere atall. That we sl up a procoss and expect al parties to adhere o thatPprocess in good fath, s; 1y that we want lo see actual decnmnmsvumng duringthe process of nagovation

KR The IRA says that i their view handing in 9uns is tantamount 1osurrender?
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PM_ I dont think that's bue at all. We must ry to givo peoplo the very bestghance (0 begin regoliating on the substance of a lasting politcal sotllomentfor Norther Ircland. The most frustrating thing about this process & tharthere 15 a substantiai measure of agreement both that there necds (o besome lorm of relationship between Northen Ireland and the Republic and{nere needs o be 4 system of devolution of power in Northorn Ireland ftsol.And what | wouid likc to do 1s to get on and discuss those cross berderirangements. the devolved assembly, the substance of the negotiations soihat we can pul i place that lasting setllement, get it agrecd by the peoplea0 Siarta situation 1 Northern Ireland where polifcs is about the things that\t should be about schools. hospitals, crime rate, jobs for peoplc rather thawhat it hias becn avout

KR The Unionists hawve a very important decision to make aboul the talks -what would vou say to the Unionists?

PM Welll dont want to presume more or intrude upon their discussion inany way that is unhelpful at al. Alll would simply say is that thore are afSorts of extremists in tho siuation who want to wreck this process, becauscthey don't really want a settiement. | think that decent moderate people, thatnuge majority of peopic in Northorn reland want to see situation wnece theUnionists’ concerns are represonted very directly in any corners whore SinnFein are confronted with the arguments thal are being made and my firmponviclion IS that i better thal people are in there arguing their case on thetirm undevslandmg that the agreements in relation to non-violence of theMitchell principies wil b entorced by the Government, that it s betior forthem 10 be n that process rather than outsido it

KR And looking anead to next week you are still determined no matterwhat that a refercndum

PM | want it 0 hiappen. | mean I desperatoly want it o happen becausc1 think we are n a situation whore there is the potentialfor hope that what |have learned about the situation in just thesc few months of government isthat it ssn't moved forward. it shides backwards ang I desperately want it tomove forward.

KR Canl ask you just one nal question. Do you intend to give GerryAdams

PM Well there are no decisions that have been taken on that at all yet ands ach decsions willbe taken in the futura. What | think is important s thati we can get a decent process going and we can start talking about theSubstance of a lastng politcal settiement in Northern Irelang, tha, so manyore Ihings become possibic. so many more doors are opencd and o theoy ibraugh the most heart rendeting moment for me singe the eloatan 1refation to Northurn Irelandt was meeting young peoplo from byt sides of the
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community that caine and saw me in Downing Street and | met those youngpeople and they spent a week in London. It was the first time they had reallybeen mixed togethicr fron; the wo sides of the two traditions and tore theyrare with U samo intarosts. the same Hikes, the same desires with what theypanted to do wih theit ives and yet separaled by this appalling historicallegacy. Well | just fecl an urgent sense of responsibilty to remove that andallow them to lead normal iives and get on together

KR And you will play a rolc in that?

PM i will play a very role in that. | am committed to and | saidbefore the efertion | e and [ am now.

KR Prime Minister thank you


