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MICHAEL ANCRAM'S NOTE OF R CONVERSAYION WITH JOEN HUME IN CASTLE
BUTILOINGS, 14 OCTOBER 1996.

John [Hume came to see Michael Ancram privately in Castle Buildings
on 14 October and asked to see him alome. The following is the

Miniwter's recoxd of that meeting. The Minister would be grateful
if cqopy recipients could protect this information.

A

1%, "Jo W Hume came to see me at 2.50pm on the afternoon of Monday 14
Octoljer. He had just spoken to John Holmes and was very anxious as
he jd gathered that the lanquage used suggested that the Hume /Adams

l Ipitkative wag being put on the back burner. He therefore came to
gae W- to try and emphasise how importanp it was that this was not

1 idela:~d, and how he was convinced that if the language proposed was
faun{ acceptable this would be sufficient to achieve a lasting

ceasﬂ ire. When pressed he said that he was confident that such a
ceasdgfire would be permanent..
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) When|challenged he claimed that he believed that Adams is totally

commjtted to achieving peace, is totally committed to achieving a
nent ceasefire, wishes to come into the current talks process,

pe
accebts in terms of the text under comsideration that an agreement
willlnow form an essential part of the process, and that what will

be a¢hieved at the end is a negotiated and agreed settlement with no
predétermined movement towards a United Ireland. Hume told me that
this|was an enormous step forward by Sinun Fein and the IRA from
‘wher they were last year and we should recognise that.
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tened to him and then pointed out that the atmosphere had

ed some what dramatically since the bomb last week. He
jected that this showed a misunderstanding of the way thal
politics worked. I said rather sharply that just as he had
the perceptions which arose after Drumcree in the
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complained about

1 lr equally he should understand that the British public, the

dist population and the British Government regarded the events
iepval last week as a straight ?egation and rejection of the

agsertions of peaceful iétent heing made by people like Gerry Adams
and #hat in this atmosphere it was difficult to have confidence in
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ort of assertions that he was making.
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ve me once again the usual mantra about the IRA wishing to sue
eace from a position of perceived stxength in thelx own ranks
and dgain I challenged his justification for making this assertion
rathdr than adopting the more credible intexpxetation that the IRA
{111 intent on using violence in pursuit of political aims. He
told me that he believed that our failure to produce talks in
]B months of the ceasefire had led to the present gituation but
‘Gerry Adams was still totally commitcéd to achieving a peaceful
lion through negotiation. I fglt that;it was important in view
s body language to challengé his assertions and I rehearsed the
mstances of the 18 months of the ceagefire and why it had not
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been |posgible to achieve talks when Sinn Fein and the IRA were not.
able|to produce the evidence of peaceful intent which would have
created the confidence tO allow such talks toO pe attended by all
partjes. He, for hig part, asserted that the Unionist wing of the

Conae¢rvative Party was the hindrance, tO which I replied that the

poli¢y we have been pursued was one which all those of us involved

g affairs were totally committed.

in Northern Ireland’

He tHen returned to the question of the Hume/Adams document. He

said [he hoped that the language would now be acceptable because he
[
to adopt British language which had

been [used by the Prime Minister and qthera in pagt. He stated

withdut prompting that he had told AQams rhat the language€ he should
have suggésted in relation to the police force was "development Ofs

a newW police force rather than the language which has been
profdrred. He was anxious that John Holmes had rold him that there
I told him that we

could be no progress petore the end f the week.
had feceived hia amended text, and we would now be looking at it but

this was a matter of importance made congiderably less easy 1n

and His interlocuter had tried

tha
te : of credibility by the events of last week and that due time
would need to be raken not least beCausec of the Prime Minister’'s own

lvement and the intexests of colleagues in Government.
downcast saying that he hoped we would not
he believed that this was the way which

rward avoiding the sort of incidents we had
He believed that the

persqual invo
He ldft looking gomewhat
take [roo long over it as

could move the process fo

seen [Last week and leading to inclusive talks.

time [frame of the window of opportunity was short".
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