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NOTE FOR THE RECORD

TALKS: SUMMARY, 14 OCTOBER, 10.30PM.

Two themes for the day: the agenda for the opening plenary, and in

the margins, Unionist pressure on the Government to redefine the
entry requirements for Sinn Fein.

Agreement on the agenda for the opening plenary had been left with

the UUP and the SDLP to pursue in bilaterals. The UUP reported in
the
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morning that they were waiting for the SDLP to come back to them. A
plenary convened at 12 noon as previously arranged but was adjourned
at the Chairmen’s call, to facilitate an expressed wish from some
parties to continue with bilaterals. It was suggested the plenary
reconvene at 2.30. 1In fact it did not reconvene until 6pm after it
had become clear that, although the UUP and SDLP had reached
agreement on a text, their attempts to reach agreement with other
participants had failed. Notably, a bilateral between the SDLP and
the DUP had reportedly ended in dissarray.

At the evening plenary there was much protest from DUP and UKUP at
the fact that they had not been involved in bilaterals on the
agenda, that the proposed agenda was put forward by the Chairman
although it was in fact the agreed text of the SDLP and UUP, and
that there appeared to be an assumption that there was no need of
debate. In sticking to their agreed text, the UUP demonstrated
independence from the DUP and the UKUP and, in a bad-tempered
session, were roundly abused as a result. Having falled to get an
adjournment of the plenary on the 1ssue until tomorrow, the DUP and
UKUP appeared prepared for a long haul session. The plenary was

continuing at the time of writing.

On the other issue, at an afternoon bilateral with the UUP (Messrs
Trimble - for 5 minutes - Taylor and Empey), it was clear that the
UUP is seeking to have the door closed on Sinn Fein’s entry to the
talks. Accepting the legislative constraints on the Government,
they proposed the development of a set of criteria to provide a
definition of unequivocal which would, in effect mean Sinn Fein
would never come into the talks. As a result of last week’s bomb
attack, the UUP reported they would be unable to sit down with Sinn
Fein should they enter; in reality they sald, the talks process only
had a future on the basis of Sinn Fein excluded, although it could
not be phrased in this way. They acknowledged the difficulties of
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this position for the SDLP

» and accepted the need to avoid language
which would make

the situation impossible for them. The sorts of
criteria they mentioned

time-scale (
attacks.

included the wording of any announcement, a
S1X monthly reviews), and a complete end to punishment

(Signed)

JULIE MAPSTONE
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