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MEDIATE

HETARY OF STATE (L&B) — B

TELEPHQNE CALL JOHN HUME: 30 OCTOBER 1996

John Huyme telephoned PUS this afternoon and reported on his

meeting with the Prime Minister. He said that he wanted to stress

to PUS|hjs concern that No 10 might fail to fully understand the
Republican psyche. His firm belief was that Gerry Adams was
totally gommitted to bringing about a permanent ceasefire. He

it yas|of great significance that the statement which he had
been a!t orised to hand over was using language from the PM’s

nt of 28 February ("unequivocal restoration") and he noted
1is language had been employed by the Prime Minister after
the Do¢klands bombing. Whilst Hume recognised HMG’s need for
reassufance| that the ceasefire was ’'for keeps’ he believed that
Adams was willing to go back to the IRA to approve language
drawing on the Prime Minister's statement together with an

ipnal element to indicate permanencq.
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Ar Hume then turned to the question of a three months delay
|a cepsefire be called. He felt that such a move would be

and/ could jeopardise the entire process.
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3. US reassured Mr Hume by saying that the Prime Minister had
a sophjsticated understanding of the igsues involved, including
the dijficulty for Sinn Fein of any time penalty before entry into
talks dfter any ceasefire was declared it was lmportant, however,
to bead in mind that in political terms, the Ligsburn bombing had
made a conafderable differencejto what he could do.

4. Mr Hume said he well understood the politics of the
siutation inm which the Prime Minister found himself. He was well
aware ¢f the Prime Minister's personal commitment to finding a
peacefll outcome and knew that Northern 1reland was at the top of

his agenda.

3. rhe conversation concluded with PUS agreeing to speak toO
Mr Hume¢ agajn at the beginning of next week.
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