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DECOMMISSIONING:! MARTHA POPE

4. Martha (who had the radlo going at full velume with rumours©of an imminent IRA cease-tire) said tnat the big question waswhether Mr Trimble was Beeking a way to stay in the talksprocess, or an excuse to walk out. she thought that I mighthave a better reel ror thnis than she I 8aid we should atleast proceed on the assumption that the UUP wanted to stay in,and Wwork to achieve that. pid Senator Mitchell think he mightbe able to contribute? He had offered a helptul clarificationon the Frost Programme the other day. Martha thought Mitchellmight not want to be Pinned too firmly to what he had said onTV. It would 4o no good, in any case, if it merely provoked anangry response from bLublin. I agreed. It was absolutelyessential that London and Dublin stayed together. Emphasisingthat I was Speaking on my own authority, however, I wonderedwhether we were making enough use of Mitchell's stature, andthe credibility he carrieq with all sides. Could he, perhaps,Play a wmore active role by making a declaration (pre-cookedwith the two Governments) to clarify the intention of hisReport? He gould explain, for example, thatmechanism which would deljiver actual decommissioning as anawhen the Independent Chairmen judged this necessary in order tomaintain contidence ang momentum towards agreement., It wouldbe as unreasonable to demand actual decommlssioning as a
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! 3. Martha p| say Somethin;pglggought that Mitchell might indeed pe a
requested it Sheqhagege ;1nes Provided that both Gov:Sngnto

f that the © doubt he would ¢ : =
| b S ;:: g::grnments wanted. But timi:gpsggtzlin a"{ vay

N ey past l:d Trimble would reaect if there was inds Symarched inte ore the near future, and ir Sinn Fein at ey

“ould be around all weekengoo ii0iM9S. She said that sheeéxend, and tho .N Sunday night, jf we wantéd to SOSEdSS?:tgstflitchell Pt

Anthony Cary

CC: PS/SOSNI

PS/Mr Murphy
My Holwmes, No 10

Mr Lamont, RID, Fco
Mr Maccabe, NIO(B)
Mr Clarke, publin

RESTRICTED


