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DECOMMISSIONING:! MARTHA POPE

L. 1 asked Martha rope how she oW saw things, ana how
Mitchell thought things should pe orchestrated on 23 Juiy.

<. Martha (who had the radlo going at full velume with rumours
Ol an imminent IRA cease-fire) said that the big question was
whether Mr Trimble was Seeking a way to $tay in the talks
process, or an excuse to walk out. she thought that I might
have a better reel ror tnis Than she 4id. I s2aid we should at
least proceed on the assumption that the UUp wanted to stay in,
and work to achieve that. Did Senator Mitechell think he might
be able to contribute? He had offered a helpful clarification
on the Frost Programme the other day. Martha thought Mitchell
might not want to be pPinned too firmly to what he Rad said on
TV. It would 4o no good, in any case, if it merely provoked an
angry response from Lublin. I agreed. It was absolutely
essential that London and Dublin stayed together. Emphasising

Peaking on my own authority, however, I wondered
whether we were making enough use of Mitchell's stature, andg
the credibility he carried with all sides. Could he, perhaps,
Play a wmore active role i ion (pre-cooked
With the two Governments Y the intention of his
Report? He gould explain, for €xample, that it established a
mechanism which woulad deliver actual] decommissioning as anaq
when the Independent Chairmen Judged this necessary in order to
maintain conridence ang momentum towards agreement., It would
be as unreasonable to demand actual decommlssioning as a
Pre-condition for negotiation as it would pe Unreasonable to
Suppose that actual decommissioning could be left to the end of
the process.
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ng was all,
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