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MEETING OF LIALSON GROUP - DUBLIN, 25 JULY

1. A Liaison Group meeting Look place in Dublin today.

Mr Thomas led the British side, supported by Messrs Stephens,
Lavery, Perry and myself. Mr O hUiginn led for the Irish side,
Supported by Messrs Donoghue, Mansergh, Kirwan, Cooney, Hickey,
Hare and Montgommery.

SUMMARY

2. A good natured meeting with discussion focussed on the
timing of the establishment of the international Commission,
and on how best to move the talks forward should agreement on
decommigsioning not be forthcoming. The lrish side continued
Lo argue that the Commigsion should not be established before
15 September, although agered that prepartory work should
continue. Little discussion of the draft Communique for the
Ministerial meeting on 29 July,

DETATIL,

News from the Road

3. Mr O hUiginn opened the meeting by giving an account of the
Taoigeach’s meeting with Hume and Adams earlier in the

morning. This had primarily been a courtesy call. The
Taoiseach had given an outline of contacts between the two
Governments on decommissioning and on the talks process, during
which he had emphasised the extent to which the Prime Minister
had been engaged. There had been a general discussion of
confidence-building measures, with Adams raising Sinn Fein'’s
concerns aboul prisoners (particularly those in SSUs in
Britain) and asking about the possibility of a resumption of
the early release programmes in the Republic.
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4. Adams had told the Taolseach that the announcement of the
Ceasefire had taken Many within the LRA by surprise,.

implied that the leadership was even now still educating many
of the "troops*. Adams had also expressed concern at the
continuing high level of Lroops and police on the ground since
the ceasefire, particularly in wesl Belfast.

5. Looking to the future, the Taciseach had made clear that he
was ready to meel party leaders, He had also indicated that
the Forum for Peace and Reconciliation might reconvene on an
occasional basis, but would not meet regularly,

question of all party talks, the Taoiseach had reiterated that
everything was on "on the table". Adame had said that Sinn
Fein would continue to pursue a united Ireland.

6. Mr Thomas thanked the Irish side for their effortg in
securing the IRA‘s ceagefire. Turning to the speech that the
Taociseach had made the previous evening, he expressed
disappointment that the Irish Government had not notitied HMG
of its contents in advance. Mr Donoghue replied that a copy of
the text had been delivered to the British side of the
Secrelariat at 7 p.m.. He accepted that this was not much
notice, but stressed that the Tacigseach had been working on the
text it up to the last moment ,

Prisoners in the Republic, ertain that nothing
new had been said. In Support of Mr O hUiginn, Mr Mansergh
ach’s speech the previous evening had
Irish Government’s position. Aside from
the question of €arly releases (which was a question for the
Irish Government alone), there had been no change in policy,

Mr Stephens asked about

Government .

Decommissioning

7. Mr O hUiginn said it was necessary to focus on what needed
to be done before the talks resumed. His understanding of hig
Minisgter’s position wag that, while the Irish side could be
flexible in terms of preparation of the Independent Commission,
it was a point of doctrine that this should be launched at the
same time as the political talks. TIf the Commisgion was
established before 15 September, this could be an indication
that the two governments
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Mr O hUiginn
countered by asking why the Commission needed Lo be set up
before 15 September. It was not as if there was a backlog of
arms to be dealt with. He alse pointed to the need to take
account of public berceptions, L, as seemed likely, the two
governments decided to move to Plan

issue which the Secretary
of State, and possgibly the Prime Minister, would want to
discuss further, Meanwhile, it would be useful to check that
all preparatory work for the establishment of the Commission
was in hand. Mg Hickey said that work on the draft agreement
was well advanced. Preparation of the various statutory
instruments and orders in both jurisdictions could also be
taken forward quickly. The identification of members of the
Commission and other practical arrangements could take more
Cime. Operationally, the next SCep was to draft g joint
Demarche to the US and Fininish governments, asking for
Suitable candidates,

12. Agreeing with Lhis analysig, Mr Thomas also pointed to the
need to consider when and how to consult the parties. Although
they could not StOp nominations to the Commission, they could
block the appointment of Chairmen in the talks {(which would be
particularly relevant ain was appointed to the
Commission) . igi i t this was another reason to

i establishment of the
Commission, ommit de Chastelain if thig
was to have a damaging effect elsewhere,

In summing up Lhe discussgion, Mr Thomas sald that it would
lpful if a document co i

sioning in
September. it was important te minimige
disruption. Plan A and Plan B were not that different. Both
involved the same agenda, participants, timescale and need to
take account of decommissioning. If it was not possible to
take forward (he current talks process, it would be wrong to
abandon it completely., The two Jovernments also had to be in a
position where they could get all the parties around the tagble
again if that proved possible. TIf agreement was not reached,
there were a number of ways forward. One course of action
(which Mr Thomas named 'soft‘ «+ wag that the two
governments could declare that they now proposed to work in

CONFTTYN'TTAT.
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with the intention of drawing up
orth and South of the border,
€ second option (‘harg: envisaged a clean break with
the current talks Process, including the winding up of the
Forum. His ingtinct was to aim for a soft Plan B
hUiginn said the Irish Gover
analysis.

2. Mr Thomas said that,
he saw logic in Producing
Governments’ position. he had not discussed
this idea with Minigters)., Mr O hUiginn said that such a
document should do nothing to detract or water-down the
Framework documents . After some discussgion, he accepted that
whatever happened on 1s September, a clear agenda would be
required. But any document produced would need to be carefully
balanced to avoid deterring any of the parties,

September, they chose to pursue Plan B. By its Very nature,
this involved the abandonment of the Principle of sufficient
consensus.

i Concluding the discussion,
was pursued, the two governmentsg
depending on pProgress,

that the partiesg did not agree on
might move from "soft" Plan B to a

29 July Commggigge

18. Mr Thomas handed OVer a copy of the draft Joint Communique
for next week'’s Ministerial meetin - The Irish side pPromised
detailed comments after the weekend. Their only initial
reaction was to question whether it would be premature to
announce at thig time that de Chastelain had been invited to
serve as Chairman-designate of the Independent Commiggion,

Next Meeting

19. It was Provisionally agreed that the Liaison Group should

aim to meet again in the week beginning 4 August

(SIGNED)

A J N TANSLEY
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