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In the margins of the Liaison Group Mr O hUiginn returned to two issues I had

raised in the meeting proper.

2.  First he said that the Taoiseach had challenged Adams about the reported
preparations for a robbery in Ballsbridge, as reported in some of the Irish
papers that morning. Mr Ahern had asked Adams to consult whoever he
needed to before reassuring him about it. The Taoiseach had emphasised that

any such adventure would be regarded as a breach of the ceasefire.
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3. Mr O hUiginn said that he understood a prosecution might not prove
possible. It was clear that some of preparatory work had been underway but it
was not clear that it was being planned on behalf of the IRA, or as some

freelance criminal activity.

inn Féin

4. Mr O hUiginn also returned to the question of what if any assurances the
Irish Government might have given to Sinn Féin. Mr O hUiginn confirmed
that certain things had indeed been said. He had given them a “negative
vetting” and thought they were consistent with established positions. Some of

them were reflected in the Taoiseach’s speech on 24 July.

5. Mr O hUiginn implied that there was a bit of paper and said he would
recommend that we should be briefed on whatever had been said particularly as
“the Prime Minister has been so open with us about transactions with Sinn
Féin”.

6. I said I thought that this could be an important confidence-building
measure between the two Governments, hinting that we had good reason for
suspecting that there was indeed some understanding between the Irish

Government and Sinn Féin.
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