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THE HOME SECRETARY'S OFFICE » PM

- 23 NOVEMBER 1992

Prisooes Transfers

Sir Joha Wheeder: To sk the Secretary of State for the
Home Depariment if he will make 8 statement on the

report of the interdepartments! review of the provisions

goverming the transfer of prisoners between Umited
kingdom junsdicuons.

Mr. Peter Lioyd: I have considered the report of this

feview in consultation with my nght hon. Friends the

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and the Secrewsry

of Swate for Scotland. A copy of the repor is being placed
in the Library; copics are also bring sent to intorested

Organisgtions. '

We have decded to sceept in [ull the report's

recommendations. including the need to consider how the

existing legpsistion might be amended (0 overcome the

present obstacles to the permanent transfer to Neorthern

Ireland of pnsoners who have thewr family liaks there but

who have been conwicted of serious offences in Grest

Britain. In the meantime we shail implement the
recommendation that greater use should be made of

temporary transfers. usually for eztended periods, and

that the entena for considering requests should be

amended.

in future, any request by s prisoner iz Esgland and
Wales, Scotland snd Northers Irelsnd to be transfierved to

one of the other junsdicuons either perraancuatly, to serve

the rest of his or her sentence, or temporanly to foster

family tres. will normally be approved, provided that (1)

the prisoner would have at least six months left to serve in

the receiving jurisdiction before his or her date of release

al the ume of making the request; (2) the prisoner was

ordingnily resident in the receiving jurisdiction pnor to the

current sentence. or his or her close family cusrenty rende

there and there gre reasonable grounds for belicviog that

it 15 the prisoner’s firm intenuon 10 lake up residence there

on release or 10 receive visits and (3) both Departments

concerned are reasonably satisfied that the prisoner will

not. if trunsferred. disrupt or atiempt to disrupt any prson

establishment, or otherwise pose sn unacceplable nsk o

secunty. A request that does not meet these conditions

may nevertheless be granted where there sre sirong

compassionate or other compelling grounds for transfer.

A permanent transfer may however be refused (f it is

considered that the pNSOner’s crimes were sO NOUS 88 10

make it inapproprate that he or she should beoefit from a

substantial reduction in ume left to serve, il that would be

8 consequence of transier.

Requests will continue (o be considered on an

individual basis. To facilitate the orderly movement of

small numbers of prisoners between junsdicuons, the
uming of each trgnsfer will be subject 10 operations) and

sacunty considerations in the sentencing and receiving

junisdictions.

Temporary transfer, where grasted, may be for 8 period

of up 10 12 months. with requests for extension of this
period considered on & similar baus. Temporerily

transferred prisoners will be expected to comply fully with

such regpme requirements s the reeriving Secrelary of

Swate may stipulste. Fgilure to agree to do 8o either in

making the request or gfter transfer will sormally justily
refusal of the request or the immediate returs of the

phsoner to the sentencing junsdiction.

My colleagues and | hope that the extended use of

temporary transfer will help 10 alleviate the difficulties

expenenced by families 1n visiting prisoners in other

junsdictions
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