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SUMMARY

1. Recommendation that the Prime Minister should cement US
understanding for his Northern Ireland strategy by receiving a
Congressional delegation on 28 November.

DETAIL

2. Rep. Gilman (Chairman, International Relations Committee) will
lead a Congressional delegation to Europe (Dublin; Edinburgh - for
an EU drugs meeting; London and Athens) in the third week of
November. His party will comprise at least 12 Congressmen,
including Hyde (Chairman, Judiciary Committee) Dunn (number 5 in the
Republican House hierarchy) and all the figures in the House most
active on matters Irish (King, Manton, Neal, Kelly, Walsh, Joe
Kennedy). They are arranging to visit London on a weekday, 20
November, in the specific hope of securing a call on the Prime
Minister and Dr Mowlam - just as they will be seeing Ahern, and
probably the new President, when they are in Dublin.

3. I hope the Prime Minister can set aside 30 minutes to see the
delegation, and that SOSNI, too, will find time for them. They are
genuinely admiring of this Government’s handling of the Irish issue
since May, notwithstanding their fundamental sympathy for the
nationalist cause. Prime Ministerial attention now would help shape
Congressiomadsreactions to the quarrels which will inevitably
develop within the talks before they reach their conclusion next
May.
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