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STATEMENT ON ENTERING CASTLE BUILDINGS
Wednesday, 17 September 1997

Last Saturday the Executive of the Ulster Unionist Council
was determined that the Unionist voice should be heard in
the talks. The Ulster Unionist Party has at no time left

the talks. The Secretary of State’s invitation to Sinn

Fein, after a premature judgement that the cease-fire was

"genuine" gives rise to a number of difficulties, some of

these have been addressed in discussions with government

over the summer. As a result the British and Irish govern-

ments have declared -

* consent to be the guiding principle governing the

conduct and outcome of the talks

* actual decommissioning to take place during the talks

the results on othermatters are set out below. Some are

still unresolved.

We have no 1illusions about the character of Sinn Fein. We
have not invited them to the table. But we are not afraid

of them. We will not run away from them.

Wwe are not there to negotiate with them, but to confront

them - to expose their fascist character.

Sinn Fein’s support is not necessary for any agreement

within the talks. Their presence is a Challenge to the SDLP

and the Irish government. Will they side with the un-
democratic demand that a united Ireland be imposed on the
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people of Northern Ireland against their will or will they
work with us to build a better future for all the people of
Northern Ireland and a new broader based agreement that
would reflect the totality of relations within the British

Isles

We are not prepared to tolerate Sinn Fein being portrayed as
the party of peace and unionists as the problem. The truth
is that Unionists are genuine democrats: but if we are out-
side the process that truth will not be recognised. This is
why the IRA has tried, last Thursday and yesterday o
provoke a unionist walkout. But Unionism will not be mar-

ginalised.

Those that walk out leave the Union undefended. They sur-

render the defence of the Union, leaving it to the tender
mercies of the British and Irish governments. Those who
have run away have no alternative to offer but they try to

cover this up by attacking those who continue to defend the

Union.

The Ulster Unionist Party will ensure that the Union 1S

defended. We will ensure, as we have done this summer, that

attempts to dilute the consent principle are defeated.

r+ is the clear duty of all unionists to support us in
defending the union and defending the civil rights of all
the people of Northern Ireland. We would like their help:

but we will do the job alone if necessary:

With Ulster Unionists at the table, there will be no united
[reland: there will be no joint sovereignty: no Jjoint
authority (actual or disguised): the Anglo-Ixish diktat and
the illegal territorial claim will be under constant attack.
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There will be no agreement coming out of these talks which
is not clearly a United Kingdom solution. We firmly believe
that it is only within the union that the rights and iden-

tities of everyone in Northern Ireland can be recognised and

protected.

The Ulster Unionist Party will also make sure that those who
have not renounced violence and have not accepted the

democratic process are under constant attack.

After the repudiation of the Mitchell principles in Sinn
Fein’s newspaper last Thursday and yesterday’s pomb Sinn
Fein’s presence in the talks must be challenged. Our entry
here today will make sure that happens, whereas the DUP
challenge on Monday was not heard because they were not

there to make 1it.

Similarly we are pressing for a declaration of support Dby
the plenary for the "Mitchell compromise" of actual decom-
missioning during talks. The DUP should be here with us

supporting that call and voting for it.

We will be pressing the Government and the Independent Com-
mission to secure actual implementation of the "Mitchell
Compromise” of decommissioning alongside talks; and the

talks will return to this issue in future plenaries.




