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BANDY BERGER

From the Ambasia der

1. Sandy Berger and I had a farewell talk tonight. Much of
it, about Northern Irela

nd, can be recorded very briefly,
because his Principal concern was to ¢

Onvey congratulations on
the Prime Minister’s and Mo Mowlam’s 24 September Success in
the Balfast talks. I urged him to see David Trimble when
Trimble comes here in 10 days time: he agreed to do so.

2. On Bosnia, 1 have Sent a telegramn describing his unease
about the current us domestic debate on POsSt=SFOR.

that the rea) ratification
about Bosnia, and burdensharing.
He agreed that the Adwinistration should produce no more
unilateral estimates of the costs of enlargement; and that

ted to produce real numbers
before December. je liked our ideg that, for Congressional

Purposes, cost numbers should be accompanied by data on
ongoing Buropean force modernisation Programmes, and that the
Administration should be talking up European efforts in
Washington, even if they were banging the table in Brussels
for greater effort, (Speaking with two voices, in this way,
is something the Pentagon don’t fing easy. )

4. On Iran, T Tecalled our Bany conversations about
Al-Khobar, and &Xpressed the perseonal View that the pPassage of
time would make it more difficult for '

America’s Allies to
support any retributive action against Tran. Berger, like
On 25 September, said that

the contingency seemed less
likely to arise. But the US would stil: face a serious
dilemma if they were to fing Conclusive Proof that the most
senior levels of the Iranian hierarchy had ordered the
bombing. The issue would then be deterrance: if Tehran knew
that Washington knew

» and Tehran say Washington do nothing,

wouldn’t there be a greater risk of further such bombings in
future? Berger emphasised that he was Speaking only
hypothetically; and he renewed his lop '
to consult us ear

ly on if hypothesis looked like t
actuality.
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5. Berger said that he hoped to see me when the Prime
Minister came to Washington early into the New Year. We noted
that, among the options which suited No 10, the White House
now seemed likely to pick the first week of February for the
visit: a decision is likely next week, when the date of the
State of the Union speech will be settled (probkably for 27 or
28 January) .
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