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DAY IN BELFAST MONDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER

1. I am grateful to Chris Maccabe for organising an excellent
programme for me in Belfast on Monday. He is recording points
which arose over dinner with Eileen Bell (Alliance), Dermot
Nesbit (Ulster Unionists), Martin Morgan (SDLP) and Professor
Paul Bew. Some additional impressions may be of interest.

2. Overall, 1 found greater optimism than I haa expected about
a successlul outcome to the talks process. This was certainly
the message of Dr Paul Campolo, the rousing Baptist preacher at
Lord Alderdice’s Prayer Breakfast. More importantly, it was
also the general tendor of discussion over dinner, even if all
present accepted there were many difficulties on the way, not
least the untrustworthiness of Sinn Fein, a point made with
particular emphasis by the SDLP representative.

3. Jeffrey vonaldson, whom I met earlier, seemed particularly
upbeat. He told me the Ulster Unionists had joined the talks
last week because they knew the time for change had come. The
Paisley/McCarthy version of Unionism was outdated. Dr Paisley
himself knew this. Ulster Unionists, on the other hand, were
¢lear that they must not be atraid of change. If parties to
such conflicts as those in South Africa or the Middle East
could talk to their opponents, then so too could his party.
Indeed, they had already had a series of digcussions with
members of the SDLP, including Messrs Haughey, Durkan and
Farrell. They intended to reinforce these. Comment:

Although Mr Donaldson did not say so specifically, I had the
clear impression Mr Hume was an impediment to progress, and

that Donaldson would have been happy to see him installed at
Phoenix Park.
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6. In the course of my day there were some dissenting voices
Lo this generally Positive tone Ed Curran, Editor of the
Belfast Telegraph, was gloomy. He thought too much would be
asked of the Unionistg in terms Of North/South bodies, and any
agreement would unravel, just as it had in the 197%0s.
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