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DAY IN SELFAST : MONDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER

1. I am grateful to Chris Maccabe for organising an excellent

programme for me in Belfast on Monday. He is recording points
which arose over dinner wich Eileen Bell (Alliance), Dermot
Nesbit (Ulster Unionists), Martin Morgan (SDLP) and Professor
Paul Bew. Some additional impressions may be of interest

2. Overall, . found greater optimism than I had expected about
a successful outcome to the talks process. This was certainly
the message of Dr Paul Campolo, the rousing Baptist preacher at
Lord Alderdice’'s prayer Breakfast. More importantly, it was
also the general tenor of discussion over dinner, even if all
present accepted there were many difficulties on the way, not

least the untrustworthiness of Sinn Fein, 2 point made with
particular emphasis by the SDLP representative.

3. Jeffrey Lonaldson, whom I met earlier, seemed particularly
upbeat. He told me the Ulster Unionists had joined the talks
last week because they knew the time for change had come. The
Paisley/McCarthy version of Unionism wae outdated. Dr Paisley
himself knew this. Ulster Unionists, on the other hand, were
clear that they must not be atraid of change. If parties to
such conflicts as those in South Africa or the Middle East
could talk to their opponents, then so too could his party.
Indeed, they had already had a series of discussions with
menbers of the SDLP, including Messre Haughey, Durkan and
Farrell. They intended to reinforce these. Comment:
Although Mr Donaldson did not eay so specifically, I had the
clear impression Mr Hume was an impediment to progress, and
that Donaldsen would have been happy to see him instalied at
Phoenix Park
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He said that hegbout this, provided sufficient emphasis
Subsumed 1 wiatond ITT, 50 that'North/South bodses wours po
e an o cni eSR TG E or T M st HonU ot taking place
Sorgughout the UK were encouraging. It ougne ro o possible to
Soyise a framework which acknowleaged that ror more united
Pricain and Ireland than divided them. The closeness of this
ot tha’Rehip had been demonstrated by the reserson cs the death
Of the Princess of Wales, witness th half-mastingflags. A variety of existing and fupure 

given
PateosgTIomimence: batween Che regions of Britain cns the two
o ConaT ireland; within International groups. including the
boaond poseibly the Commonwealth, and wepibas economicbodies. Other arrangements could ba investigated.

Snderpcoonaldson’s view, there was an urgent need for better
poderstanding between the Unionists and the Toses Government .
Cowarae oC Delleve the Irish Government hag a soeconc policy
1onaTas Northern Ireland. They tended simply Lo fospiu the
Aine dictaced by John Hume. Hume, in turnr Dac influenced by
o e e S e s i Sl L were
thoigus in wanting Lo reach an agreement. bug b rei: that
their influence over the rest of the Natiooopotrong. Comment: I am arranging a dyM Donaldson to meet Fianna rail og

S5 (0 the course of my day there were some dissenting voices
B reaol o=t =Ll Vpose Ve GRet i olo e o the
okoaTc,Telegraph, was gloomy. He thought ton miok would be
2sked Of the Unionists in terms of North/Soucy bodies, and any
SRR S e v i e R R

Mr Brian o'Neill, 

on
) aeniase ooyAvay one liac alaoigloomy. |- he clatned. o

know senior figures in the TRA Who haq Se intention ot signing
ub Lo #ny agreement reached in pelfast. In hie view, the only
vidlenceepdle this problem would be to marginaiise’ che men of
Meonence by directing massive investment to the border area.
inifeyTiCheleas shared Jeffrey bonaldson’s view Coic more
Condesenle two islands than divides them. He hamqog over four
condolence books con:
Princess,

Semolficreased confidence on the part of Ulster Unionists, as
demonstrated by Donaldson, and that same evening by Trimble’s
devciaon to Paisley’s spsech, must surely be a healthy
developmant ir it leads to a tlexibie cud constructive approach
©on their part in the talke 

empereatils,_rerevie.
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