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1 rhank you for your letter of 30 September to Antheony Cary
About David Trimble’s visit to Washington next week.

2. I am afraid Mr Trimble must be realistic. There is no
~hance of a separate meeting with the President. Even
covernors of American States (37 of which have populations
larger than Ulster) do not expect a meeting with the President
~hen they happen to be in washington. So Mr Trimble would be
nost unwise to make such a meeting sine gua non of his entire
vrisit to the US.

y . However, as Mr Trimble knows, the NS5C have guaranteed a
meeting with Berger (which would be excellent). Even better,
rhe NSC are working on a Presidential drop-by (the cherry on
the cake). The best way to bring this about would be for

Mr Trimble (and his party colleagues) to keep gquiet about the
possibility. conversely, the best way to dash their hopes is
to share their hopes with the press.

1. As you asked, we have spoken to the NSC. Larry Butler
repeated that the NSC had reguested a drop-by from the Oval
~ffice schedulers; nothing could be guaranteed but everything
possible was being done. There would be no point in anyone
picking up the ’'phone and speaking to Berger: Berger was
already fully on board. But drop-bys were nearly always
arranged at the last moment. It would be another couple of
days before they had any firm news.

. our understanding of Mr Trimble‘’s mood (from the Ulster
mieniats’ office here, also in touch with their leader) 1is
that he is happy to come as long as a drop=-by meeting has not
been ruled out That clearly remains the case.




