
\ CONFIDENTIAL

ANNEX C

(20 November)

HANDLING DECOMMISSIONING: POINTS TO MAKE TO THE UUP

m Feedback on meeting with SDLP. Prospects, including

trilateral?

m Confirm SDLP opposed to UUP position on Sinn Fein conditi
ons

of entry. [Lesson: no "sufficient consensus" for UUP

approach].

m On conditionsof entry reassert the case for pitching them a
t

a reasonable level, to maintain Irish Government
 /SDLP support

for the wider talks process if Sinn Fein ultima
tely fFaailh €O

meet the challenge. Look ahead to Prime Minister’s meeting

with Mr Trimble and Mr Maginnis.

m On the handling of decommissioning, seek to esta
blish whether

the UUP would be prepared to proceed on some
thing like the

basis HMG has suggested [second part of An
nex Al and drop

their current requirements for a tranche of d
ecommissioning

before Sinn Fein joins the three strands and 
prior commitment

to a schedule of decommissi
oning.

m Alternatively, encourage the UUP to conti
nue to work with the

spLP and Alliance party to find a way thro
ugh, calling on us

for advice and assistance a
s necessary.
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