
CONFIDENTIAL

(Draft 13.11.96)

SUGGESTED CONCLUSIONS TO THE PLENARY ADDRESS TO DECOMMISSIONING
to be tabled by [the two Governments] [HMG]

The participants in the multi-party negotiations, meeting in plenary

session:

L note the commitment of the two Governments to all aspects of

the report of the International Body including their support

for the compromise approach to decommissioning set out in

paragraphs 34 and 35, which state:

n note

"The parties should consider an approach under which

somder which some decommissioning would take place

during the process of all-party negotiations, rather

than before or after as the parties now urge. Such an

approach represents a compromise. If the peace process

is to move forward, the current impasse must be

overcome. While both sides have been adamant in their

positions, both have repeatedly expressed the desire to

move forward. This approach provides them that

opportunity.

In addition, it offers the parties an opportunity to

use the process of decommissioning to build confidence

one step at a time during negotiations. As progress is

made on political issues, even modest mutual steps on

decommissioning could help create the atmosphere needed

for further steps in a progressive pattern of mounting

trust and confidence';

the commitment of the two Governments to work with all

other participants to implement all aspects of the Report;

[ ] note that as an important step towards implementation, each

Government [will publish at the conclusion of the opening

Plenary session/have published] draft enabling legislation
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whi ' 'ich will provide the basis for giving effect to the

Internati: ‘tional Body's recommendations on the modalities of

ecommissioni ie Oning. They [intend to introduce/have introduced]

egislation in their respective Parliaments in the

£ : : 2 :

orthcoming session with a view to securing enactment [by

Christmas 1996];

note that, to secure the remaining steps necess
ary for

implementation of all aspects of the Internation
al Body’s

report, the two Governments will establish at the
 conclusion

of the Opening Plenary an Independent Commission
 [chaire

..........

d by

] with the attached terms of reference. 
This

Independent Commission will, among other matt
ers, offer a

judgement (on the basis of implementing the Inter
national

Body'’s compromise approach to decommis
sioning and

account of the conditions necessary for 
mutual

decommissioning

taking

) on when decommissioning should
 start;

| agree to work constructively and in good f
aith with the

Independent Commission to enable it to d
evelop detailed

recommendations regarding the practical i
mplementation of

all aspects of the report of the Intern
ational Body and

subsequently to put agreed recommendatio
ns into operation,

in the context of an inclusive and dynami
c process in which

mutual trust and confidence is built as
 progress is made on

all the issues of concern to all parti
cipants. A reality

for all present and future participants 
is that progress in

the negotiations will only be possib
le on this basis;

L agree to establish a Liaison Commi
ttee charged with

co-operating fully with the Indepe
ndent Commission for this

purpose - The Committee will comprise represent
atives of "ali

Ehe participants and be chaired b
y the Independent Chairman

of the Plenary- The Liaison committee will be avail
able for

consultation by the Independent C
ommission, including in

respect of modalities and on the 
conditions necessary for

decommissioning, that is the circumsta
nces in which mutual
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decommissioning would be expected to occur. It may also

é5513t the Commission as appropriate and shall regular
ly be

informed by the Commission of progress in its task. But the

Independent Commission shall be independent of the Committee

and solely responsible for its own decisions and judgments.

The Liaison Committee will be able to draw on the range of

relevant expertise which both Governments will make

available to the Commission;

agree that a plenary session should be convened in

i ] to take stock of progress in the negotiations 
as

a whole and in the work of the Independent Commissi
on. At

that meeting, all participants would review the po
sition,

and the progress which has been made across the 
entire

spectrum of issues relevant to the negotiations. 
It would

also be possible, under the provisions of parag
raph 12 of

the rules of procedure, for the plenary to be 
convened

specifically to enable the Independent Chairma
n to brief

participants, on the basis of reports made t
o the Liaison

Committee, on the progress made by the In
dependent

Commission;

u agree that, on this basis, the address to deco
mmissioning by

the opening Plenary is concluded
; and

= agree to complete the remaining business of
 the opening

plenary session in time for the appropri
ate Chairmen to

convene meetings of the negotiations wi
thin the three

strands opening on ite 
i %
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