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CONVERSATION WITH THE TAOISEACH

23 OCTOBER

2 11 I saL next to the Taoiseach at the Dublin Chamber of

Commerce Annual Dinner. Our conversation was much interrupted
but some points are worth recording.

- STRAND iI: The Tacoiseach said he believed an acceptable
outcome would be the establishment of a number of
Cross-border bodies with executive powers in

non-contentious areas e.g. health, social affairsg,

education, culture and sport .,
deal of cross-border cooperatio

There was already a great

n on all thege issues and
odies.

paz

a large number of all-Ireland b He referred to the
Royal Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, and the many
sporting teams and cultural organisations.

- I asked about Mr Andrews'’ gtatements on Articles 2 and
3. The Taoiseach said that the Minister had made =
mistake. He had handled the issue clumsily. The

Taciseach gave me the impression that he was geriously
irritated with the Minister,

On the Maryfield leake the Taoiseach sa
clear as to who was responsible and it
Bruton nor Sean Donlon.
particularly as it had ca
the conduct of the Presid
integrity of Maryfield.
that Mary McAleese would

id he was pretty
was neither John
He deplored this behaviour,

st a serious shadow both over
ential election and over the

He seemed confident nevertheless
win the election.

We touched briefly on the various parties in the North.
The Taciseach said he was convinced that Adams and
McGuinness really did want an agreement and would sgettle
for something less than a united Ireland. He wished the
Unionists were readier to éngage with the Irish
Government. Jeffrey Donaldson wae prepared to talk, but

he had found it impossible to set up a dialogue with
David Trimble.
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rent difficules Ul mood and : eeting
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