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‘This government has made clear its approach to the search for pcace in

Northern Irelahd pn many occasfons. But we continuc to asked about
this or that agpegt, particularly about the multi§party negdtiations which
started on 10 June in Relfast. There has been cofitinued s ulatton about
a ncw IRA ce scljrc. despite the Jatest huge arms and expjosives find in
London. This had rencwed questions about what cffect this would have on
the negotiations, and Qur approach to these negotiations. It may therefore
be helpful to spellibut dur position again. ‘

The negotiations (have onc overtdding alm; to rcach 4n overall political
settlement, achicvkd through agreement and founded on consent. They will
address all thé tsducd relevant to such a settlement. Inclusive in nature,
they tnvolve both ovdrnments and all the relevant politidal phrtics with the
necessary democ atid mandate and commitment to cxclusively peaccful
mecthods. |

It {s tmportant tq ¢ phasise that all parties arc ueated cqually in the
negotiations in ac ordance with the scale of their democgatic mandate. But
ptcvent them continuing hy wit rawing from the

no on¢ party ¢
arty has an undcmocratic advantage.

negotiations. No

The prospects for} sufeess (n these negottations wilt vioixsly be much
greater if they take phce in a peaceful enviconment. Under the legislation
setting up the talks [if there was an uncquivocal restbration of the IRA
ceascfire of August 1% 4) Sinn Fein would be invited to gominate a tcam to
participate, from that nt, in the negotiations. Beyond ﬂ;f unequlvoca]
restoration of the {RA ccasefire the British and Irtsh gove \ts are agreed
that these negotiations are withiout preconditions,

it 1s equally clear that, 16 be st cessful, the negotiatio mult be bascd on
exclulstvely demadratic and peapeful means. There mus be no recourse o
the threat (actqaj r unplicd) or use of violence or coercidbn. So on entering
the negotiations ach partictpant needs to make clear their total and
absolute comuiittépent ta the principles of democracy and non-violence set
out in the Report of the Inte ational Body chaired by Seénator George
Mitchell. The panj'cs In the talkp have all done just that already.

The range of issues on which af overall agreement will depend means that
the negottations will be on the Basis of a comprehensive agenda. This will
be adapted by agreement. E ch participant will be able to raise any
significant {ssue of conccrn to thern, and to receive a fatr hearing for those
conceins, withouy this being subject to the veto of any other party. Any
aspect can be fatsed, including constitutional {ssues and any other matter
which any pafty [considers relevant. No ncgotiated outcome is cither
predctermined or gxcluded in advance or limited by anything other than the
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{ssues is|decommissioning which must be resolved

So the opening plenary will addrcss the

proposals on decowmmissioning of illegal arma. AL that

blockin e ndgotiations. we, along with the Irish

looking fo} the gominitment of all participants to work

g the ncpotiatpns to implement all aspects of the
!

International Body'q report.

\
it 13 essential that paruclpixli ndgoUatc in good faith, serlously address
n

all areas of the

comprehensive ‘agreement,
' that all {tems on the comprchensive agenda are fully

committed to enSur
addressed. They

greed a

a land make every effort to reach a
Fdr thete part, the two governments are

il do so themsclves with a view 1o overcoming any

obstacles which may arise.

For our part, wi
encourage. facilitat

be based on full res
want to see peact, 8

We are also deter.
speedily as possible
in both the United
given momen t

calendar for the con
a plenary meeting s
in the ncgotiating
progress at regular |
the end of the year.

British and Irish g(:j

Meanwhile we are ¢

are wholly

committed to upholding our fes onsibility to
and enable agréement in the ncgotiations. This must
ect for the fghts and identities of Loth traditions. We
biity and reconciltation established by agrcement.

1ed to scé thbsc negotiations through lu cessfully. as
This ts in line with the hopes and aspirations of people
ngdom and th¢ lrish Republic. These have alicady
a process which will always have difficulties. The
ernments are comunitted to an agreed tmeframe and
huct of the negotlations. We have alrcady proposed that
[ould be held at a suitable date to take stock of progress
as a whole. The two governments will also review
htcrvals in ‘uc*ng at a summit mecting to be held before

|
mmitted td raising confidence, both throu‘gh the talks
of other medsures alongside them. The International

and through a rang

Body's report itself proposes a progess of mutual confidence-budding.

So we will contifiue] to pursue sdeial and economie

principles of equ

1
policies based on the
of opportunity, cquity of treatment and parity of

esteem frrespectjve pf political, clitural or religious affiliation's or gender.

This will ensure

that there Is just and equal treatment for the identity,

cthos and aspiratio of'both comlmunitics, Including equal treatment for

the Irish language

We arc also com&ut
the support of thé

It 13 worth recalling
the changed level o
measures. Thesé In

d culture.

cd to the cre*;nn of a policing service which can cnjoy
i

jire commun

that, tn resm{;sc to the ccascilres of Autumn 1994 and

threat, we uhdcrtook a4 serics of confidence-building
uded changed arrangements for releasc of prisoners in

Northem lIreland, u!lder the Northern Ireland (Remission of Sentences) Act

1995, sccurity forc
others. If the thfeaf

d?)loymm a review of emergency legislation and
reduces again. the gpportunity for further confidence-
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bullding measures retufms. \

But confidence-building is a two way street. Support for the use of violence
is incompatible with participation in.the democratic prodess. An end to
punishment beating and other paramilitary activitics, including
surveillance and tar etting, would demonstrate real dommittment to
peaceful methods ahd help bulld trust.

The opportunity for progress has never been greater. Thejncgotiations are
widely supported injterhationally. Accordingly we welcomefthe contribution
of the European Unign to the resolution of the problem. Likewise we
welcome the Interest and involvement of the United|States arising from the
special affnity shared between all the peoples of these islands and people in
the United States. In{ paritcular we welcome the contribution of arcas of
successful conflict resplution such as South Africa. The negotlations also
benefit from independent chatrmen from the USA, Canada and Finland and
have the gverwhelming support of peoples throughout these tslands  They
want them to takd place in a peaccful environment, free of all violence.
That is our aim too. : )
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