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This government has made clear its approach to the search for pcace in

Northern Irelahd pn many occasfons. But we copntinue to asked about
this or that agpegt, particularly about the multi}party negadtiations w

hich

stasted on 10 June in Relfast. There has been co tinued spcrulation about
a ncw IRA ce 'sclJrc. despite the latest huge arms and explosives

 find in

London. 'lhis%a renewed questions about what cffect this would have on
the negotlations, nd dur approach to these negotiations. It may thercfore
be helpful to spelllbut bur position again. ‘

The negotiations (have onc overtdding alm; to rcach &n overal
l political

sctilement, achievid through agreement and founded on consent
. They will

address all thé ts$ucd relevant to such a settlement. Inclusive in natare,

they tnvolve both ovdrnments and all the relevant politidal phrtics with the
necessary democfatid mandate and commitment to exclusively 

peaccful
mcthods. *

It {s important t ctiphaslsc that all parties are ueated cqually In the
negotiations in' acéordance with the scale of thelr democ atc mandate. But

ptevent them continulng hy witll‘lrau&ing from theno oune¢ party ¢
arty has an undcmaocratic advantage.n(:gotjal(uns. No

eater if they take phce in a peaceful enviconment. Utder ‘the legislation
setting up the falks, if there was an uncquivocal restbration of the IRA

ceascfire of August 1t 4) Sinn Fein would be invited to gominate a tcam to
p;u’flclpa(c, from that nt, lxuhc negotiations. Beyond ";f unequlivocal
restoration of the {RA ccasefire the British and Irish gove s arc agrced

The prospectsforl sufcess (n these ncgotiations wilt tvfiohsly bec much

that these negotiations are withput preconditions,

it s equally clear hat. 1o be sukcessful, the ne%oliaflo mult be bascd on
exclulsively demaqratic and peapeful meuns. ‘There mus}

 be no recourse W

the threat (actyal pr tmplicd) or. usc of violence or coercipn. So on entering
the negotiations kach participant needs to make clear their total and
absolute comuditthent to the principles of democracy and non-vi

olence set
out in the Rebo of the Interhational Body chalred by Senator George

Mitchell. The panjcs in the talkp have all done just that already.

s on which af overall agreement will depend means that

the negoltations will be on the asis of a comprehensive agenda. This will
be adapted by agreement. s3ch participant will be able to raise any

significant {ssue of concern to Lcm. and 1o receive a fatf hearing for those
concerus, withouy this being sdbject to the veto of any other p

arty. Any

aspect can be fatsed. including constitutlonal {ssues and any o
ther matter

which any pafty |considers rclevant. No ncgotiated outcome is cither

predctermined or gxclided in advance or limited by anything other than the

1

The range of issu
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need for agreement.

Among the cru¢lal

the negotiatiwithout blockin

Intermational Body's

stage and without

government, will be

constructively du
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{ssues is|decommissioning which must be resolved
ns. So the opening plenary will addrcss the

roposald on dccoumissioning of illegal arms, AL that

glockln e ndgotiations. we, along with the Irish
looking fo} the pminitment of all participants to work
g the ncpotiatPpns to implement all aspects of the

!

International Body'q report.
l

it 1s essential that parudpé.rmi ndgouatc in good faith, seriously addrecss
'nall areas of the

comprehensive ‘agreement,
greed a

the two
a \and make every effort to reach a

Fdr thetr part, vernments are

committed to enSurke that all items on the comprchensive agenda
 are fully

addressed. They it do so themsclves with a view to overcomin
g any

obstacles which may arise.

For our part,

encourage. factlitat

be based on full respect for the rights

are wholly committed to upholding our esponsibility to

and enable agrcement in the negotiations. This must
and identities of both tradittons. We

want to see pea.cé. stabity and reconciliation established Ly agrcement.,

We are also deter

speedily as possible
{n both the United
given momen

British and Irish governments asc

calendar for the ¢onfluct of the negotiations. we have alrcady proposed that
sHould be held at a suitable date to take stock of progress

a plenary meetin

{n the negotiatihg @s a whole.
progress at regul

the end of the year.

Meanwhile we are
and through a range of other

td a process whi

1ed to scé thhse necgotiations through lu cessfully. as
This Is in line with the hopes and aspirations of people

ngdom and th¢ Irish Republic. These have alicady
h will always have difficulties. The

cbmunitted to an agrced timeframe and

The two governments will also review

tervals in lu(’ng at 2 summit mecting to be held before

|

mmitted td raising confidence, both throu‘gh the talks
medsures alongside them. The Intermational

Body's report itsclf proposes a progess of mutual confidence-bulding.

So we will contifiuef to pursue s

principles of equ

esteem {rrespectjve pf political, clitural
This will ensure that

ial and econamic policies based on the
cquity of treatment and parity of

. or religious affiliation's or gendcr.
there Is just and equal treatment for the identity,

of opportunity,

cthos and aspiration of '‘both communitics, including egual treatment for
the Irish language

We arc also com&m
the support of thé

the changed level o

measures. Thesé in

It i3 worth recalling glhat. tn res

d culture.

cd to the crc*;on of a policing service which can cnjoy
tire communi

se to the ccascilres of Autumnn 1994 and

threat, we uhdcrtock a serics of confidence-building

uded changed arrangements for releasc of prisoners in

Northem Ireland urzder the Northcin Ireland (Remission of Sentences) Act
1995, sccurity forc

others. If the thfeat

a review of emergency legislation and
the opportunity for further confidence-

2

deploymen

re?t)xcca ag
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bullding measures retumns. \

But confidence-building 1s a two way street. Support for Ui use of violence
is incompatible with participation in.the democratic prodess. An end to

punishment beating and other paramllitary activities, including
survetillance and tar etting, would demonstrate real dommittment to

peaceful methods ahd help build tiust.

The opportunity for progress has never been greater. Thencgotiations are

widely supported internationally. Accordingly we welcomelthe contribution

of the European Unign to the resolution of the problem. Likewise we

welcome the interest and {nvolvement of the United|States arising from the
special affinity shared between all the peoples of these islands and people in

the United States. Inf paritcular we welcome the contribution of arcas of

successful conflict resplution such as South Africa. The negotiations also

benefit from independént chatrmen from the USA. Canada and Finland and

have the gverwhelming support of peoples throughout these talands They

want them to takd place in a pcaccful environment, free of all viclence.

That is our aim too. :
|
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