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neccd for agreement. ’

Among the crugclalf issues lsldccommlsslonlng which must be resolved
without blocking the negotiations. S0 the opemng plenary will addrcss the
International Body's proposaf.?on decommissioning of illegal anns. At that

stage and without| blocking he_ndgotiations, we, alonp with the Irish
government. will be;looking fob the cpmfnitment of all participants to work

constructively during the nefotiatas to ymplement
W International Body'q report. |

all aspects of the

PPL o 2

i «** 1t 13 essential that a]l particip nti ndgotiate In good faith, scrlously address
all arcas of the agreed agrnda and make every cifort to reach a

comprehenslve ag cement. For thelr part, the two yvernments are

commuitted to ensure that all Items on the comprehensive agenda are fully

. addressed. They will do so themsclves with a view to overcoming any

obstacles which may arise.
} sl 520 0mM : 30 feon N LAA)
For our part. wg arc wholly commifted to upholding fou esponsibility [to
. ‘i y p g
encourage. facilitatd and enable agrdemcent in the negotiatlons. This must
be based on full respect for the rights and 1denttes of hoth traditions. We

want to see peacé, sfability and rceonciliation establishied by agreement.

We are also determined to sce¢ lh&-sc negotiations through .Lu&‘ccssfully, as

specedily as possible| This is in line with the hopes and asplrations of pcoplc
| {in both thc United Kingdom and (h¢ lrish Republic H‘T‘n sc have alicady
glven momenturh tp a process which will always }s.\chdlmcultim, The | nvisce i
British and Irish g0 C!“l“‘{.m_”.3[0,5“.'“5“,""9‘1,(9 an agreed_timeframe and | iuteed &
calendar for the ¢onfluct of the negotlations. We have alrcady proposcd that!

a plenary meeting s ould be hield at a suitable date to take stock of progress Gndsd '
in the ncgotiat# s a whole. The !“iojoxtl_nsn,clg_ts will' also review neso s Re
progress at regulac | tervals tncluding at a4 summit meeting to be held befute  “3 o
the end of the year. Qi e S = - - - P
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Meanwhile we are chmmitted to ralsing confidence. both through the talks
and through a rdngg of other medsurcs alongstdc them. The Intermatonal
Dody's report {tself proposes a profess of mutual confidence-bullding.

|

So we will contifiue| to pursuc s jal and economlte policics Kased on the
principles of eqliality of opport.dmty. cquity of treatment and parity of
esteem (rrespective pf poliucal. clitiiral or religious affiliation’s or gender.
This will ensure th t_t!;c,re_ls Just_and cqual trcatment_foc the identity,
cthos and asplration of both coimunitic3. Including eqnal_treatment for
the Irish language . T - R
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d We are also comitted to the. creation of a policing service which can enjoy e

tre commomly. 7T 77 A eabipe o

1 VS poLGA

| : It ts worth recalling {hat, in respogse to the ccasclircs of Autumn 1994 and 3% »
) the changed level of threat, we dertook a sertes of confldence-building
measurcs. These lucluded changed arriangements for release of prisoncrs in
Northern lreland, er the Natthern Ireliand (Remission of Sentences) Act
1995. security forcq de )lnymenli a review nf emcrgency legislation and
others. If the thfea{ reduces agai . thc opportunity ér further confidence-

the support of the
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butlding measures retums. - \

nut confidence-building 1s a two way street. Support for the use of violence
{s Incompatiblie with participadon in the democratic. progess. An end to
punishment beatings and other paramllitary activilics. including
P irvetllance and targetting, would emonstialc real commitfment 10
peaceful methods ahd fhelp butld trust.

The opportunity for prpgress has ncver been greater. Thencgotiations urc
widcly supported inte ationally.l!\q#qr@nglx we welcome! the_contribution
of the European Union to_the resolution of the problem._ Likcwise we

welcome the intcrest nd Involvement of the United|States arising from the

spegial affinity sh red petween “all the peoples of these islands_and pcople In
t{he_United States., T artcular we welcome “the contribution 0 areas of
successfu s The negotfafions also

Sencfit from independent hatrmen from the USA. Chnada and Fnland and
have the overwhelrin support of peoplcs throughout these istands. They
want them to takd place in a peaceful environment, frce of wlcncc.

That is our alm too. C
Omn rwu-J)uj)

i conflict ‘r_qu_uﬁéh such as South Afiica. /
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