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h to the scarc for pcace in

tinue tol asked aboutThis government fias made clea
r its approac

arty negogiations whichNorthern Irelafd pn many occasi
ons. Dut we ¢

this or that aspeqt. particalarly 4b
out the multitp

started on 10 Juue in Belfast, There has been cohtinued spegulation about
2 new IRA ceascijre. despit (he latest huge ar

ms and explosives find in
London. This had rencwed questions about w

hat cffect this would have on
the negotiations, %\d Ji)ur approach o these negotiations. It may therefore
be helpful to spell but our position agaln.

The negotiations have one overtiding aim; to 
reach 4n overall political

cettlement, achieved through agreement and found
ed on consent. They will

address all thq is ucd relevant to such a set
tlement. Inclustve in natuie,

they involve both fovdrnments and all the relevant politcal phrtics
 with the

nccessary demot atld mandate and commitinent
 to exclusively peaceful

methods. 
:

¢

It 1s important td4 cmphastsc that all partics are treated cqually In the ,::‘:j:
ith the scale of thelr Jdemocratic mandatc. But

negotiations in ac orda
nce wi

no onc party cail ptevent them continuing 
by wutldraw‘lna o dNE | oo

, ~

negotiations. No party has an unacmocratic advantage. o L Py

The prospectslfn sufcess in these negotiations will doviously be much g. =T,
greater if they take pRCS in dygacgl_'pl_qnvironmcgg._ _Utder the legislation [ goq meer

setting up the fa ks lif(fiere was an uncquivocal res stationrof the e Laend
ceascfire of Augus 1404| Sinn Fein would be fnvited to gom ate a tcam to | TM=

the negotlation 
N

4 sukBeyond the uncquivocal {77o~
A L

that these negoUafions are withput preconditions. fwe W &

hat. 1o be sugeessful. the negotiation mth be based 0N rurears~
participate, from {hat point. ir Be

restoration of Q\e RA teaseflre the Rritish and Irigsh govefnments are agreed

ratic and peapeful means. There mus) be 110 1eco
urse Lo 4e—=3It 1s equally clear

exclulsively dema

the threat (acu‘l‘ul
the negotiationis

absolute commii
out in the RepoMitchell. The smlJics 1n e tal

r tmplicd) ot use of violence of cocreibn, So on entering olL
0

ach participant nceds to make cle their total and v qe

yGhent to the prineiples of democracy and non-violence sct o~ 2=
of the Interpational Body chaircd By S

énator George
have all done just that ‘already.

The range of issugs on which ad overall agreement will depend means thut
the negotiations will be on the Basis of a comprehensive agenda. This will
be adopted by A rccment. Each participant will be able to ralse any
significant ssuc of conccm to them, and to reccive A fast hcaring for those

without; this Leing sdbject to the veto of any other party. 
Any

conceins,aspect can be aised, including constitutional issucs and any other matter
which any p considers rclcvant. No nc ottated outcome is either
predetermoined or cluded in advance or ltmited by anything other than the

1
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neccd for agreement. ’

Among the cruclal issues 1s decommissioning which must be resolved
without blocking the negotiations. So the opemung plenary will addrcss the
> A-

International Body's propbéif. on decommissioning of jl
legal anns. At that

stage and without] blocking he_ndgotiatlons, we, along withi the Irish
government. will be looking fof the ¢pminitment of all parti

cipants to work
ns to tmplement all aspects of the

constructively during the nejotiat
International Body'{ report. |

- -
= -

ndgotiate In good faith, scrlously ad
dress

It 1s essential that all particip mi
a and make cvery cZort to reach a

all arcas of the agreed agren

comprehensive agreement. For thelr part, the two

committed to ensure that all items on the comprc
hensive

addressed. They #ill do so themsclves with a view to overc

ywvernments are

agenda are fully

oming any

PACE 11

ohstacles which may arise. 5 (a;—.*) PR SRRV) L“)

are wholly commifted to upho!dingé;nr rcs]}nnsihility{to

encourage. facilitatd and enable agréement in the n
egotiations. This must

be basedon full res cct for the rights and identitics o
f both traditions We

want to see peacé, sfability and rcconcllfation establishied b
y agreement.

For our part. wcl

ned to s¢¢ lh&-sc negotiations through .Luéccssfully. as
This ts in linc with the hopes and aspirations of people
ngdom and (hé Liish Republic, Thesc have alicady

We are also deter

speedily as possible
in both the United 

!

a process which will always Rave difficulties. The
ven momenturh t

British_and Irish go ernments are_committedto an agreed_timeframe and

calendar for the ¢onfuct. of the negotiations. We have already proposcdthat
a plenary meeting should be held at a suitable date t

o take stock of progress

in the ncgotat# s a whole. The two governuents will’ also_review

rogress at regular1 tervals tncluding at a sumnmit meeting1o be held before
Py

the endof the year.
Meanwhile we are committed to raising confldence. both t.hrmfgh the talks
and through a range of other medsures alongside them. The Intermational
Body's report {tself proposes @ proyess of mutual confidence-budding.

I
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So we will contifiue| to pursuc s ial and economie polictes Based on the
principles of equality of opportilnity, cquity of treatment a

nd parity of
esteem (rrespective pf political. cliltiiral or religious affilialion's or gender.
This will ensure th t_t!;e,re_ls Just_and cqual trcatment for the identity,

cthos and_asplration of ‘both communitics. Including eqnal_treatment for
the Iash language it - C T R T
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We are also comthitted to the. c_ro*inn of a policing service which can enjoy
the support of thé crtire commiinuy.

It ts worth recalling fhat, in respogse to the ccascfires of Autumn 1994 and
the changed level of threat, we ul dertook a series of confildence-building
measurcs. These lucluded changed arrangements for release of prisoncrs in
Northern lreland, er the Natthern Ireliand (Remission of Sentences) Act
1995. security forcq4 deployments) a review nf emcrgency legisiation and

o7 1 £lopportunity for further confidence-
fe

feothers. If the af reduces agai
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butlding measures retums. \

. 
use of violence

is Incompatible with garticipaton in the democratic process. An end t
o

unishment beatings and other paramilitary activitics. including
¥ srvetllance and targetting, would emonstiate real dommittment

 (o
peaceful methods hd felp butld trust.

Dut confidence-building is a two way street. Support for th

he opportunity for progress has never been greate
r. Theincgotiations vre

widcly supported inte ationally.lg\rgo_ngnglx we welcome! the_countribution
woblem. Likcwise we

of the European Inign to_the resolution 0 the 
Lik

welcome the intcrest nd Involvement of the United|States ar ising from the
cople In

spegial gffinity sh ¢d petween all the peoples of these islands_and pec
the_United Stal es. Ir ?‘@g\g " 

¢ con 1

ution such_as Soutli Africa. sThe negotfafions also
Successful conflict resplution South

{nt chalrmen from the USA. CAnada and jland and
pencfit from independ support of peoples throughout these istands. Th

ey
have the overwhelminwant them to takd place in 2 peaceful environ

ment, frce of wlcncc.
That is our alm too. 
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ar we welcome “the contribution O arcas of”


