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neccd for agreement. ’

Among the cruclal issues IS decommissioning whichh must be resolved
without blocking the negotiations. 50 the operung plenary will addrcss the
International Body'i proposaf.‘Eon decommissioning of ille

gal anns. At that

stage and without| blocking he_ndgotiations, we, a
long withi the Irish

- - - - —

govcrnmizx-\f.'\;u_ll be looking fot the ¢ hnitiment of all participants to work
all aspects of the

constructively during the nefotiatns 1o implement
Interational Body'q report.

It 1s essential that all particip nti ndgotiate in good faith, scriously address
all arcas of the hgreed agrnda aud make cvery cZoxt to reach a
comprehenslve ag cement. For thelr part, the two governments arc
committed to ensure that all items on the comprehensi

ve agenda are fully
addressed. They will do so themsclves with a view to overcoming an

y

obstacles which may arise. P

For our part. wo[ arc wholly commifted to upholdingé;ltr f
csénnsihility[to

encourage. facilitatd and enable agedement in the negotiations. This must
be basedon full respect for the rights and identtes of b

oth traditions. We
want to see peacé, sfability and rcconciliation establish

ed by agrcement.

We are also determined to sc¢ (h&-sc negotiations through .Lu&‘ccssfully. as
speedily as possible] This 1s in line with the hopes and asplratsons of peoplc

in both the United ngdom and th¢ Liish Republic Mfi:g;sc have alicady
iven momenturh td a process which will always l&avc‘dtmcum,.

g The | Aiecs

British and Irish go qn;nc_nt_s;u;c,cn.m_mmpd'tg an agreed_
timeframe BNl e &

calendar for the con uctof the negotiations. we have already proposcdthat el
a plenary meeting should be j.eld at a suitable date to take stock of progress Gabyst 9
in the ncgotiat#H s a whole. The !“iojoxculyl_cxggs '_Wi_ll_ also_review mo.\,r:‘

progress at regular | tervals tncluding at a summit meeting to be held before ":'Ni,

the end of the )}_fir'. : e doae= = = . e
—. -

- - - - _. - - - - A e ¢

Meanwhile we are committed to ralsing confldence, both t.hmu'gh the talks
and through a range of other medsures alongsidc them. The Intermatonal
Body's report itself proposes a proyess of mutual confidence-bulding.

' 
i

So we will contifiue| to pursuc s ial and economie policies Bascd on the
principles of equality of opport.dm!y. cquity of treatment and 

parity of
esteem lrrespcctj:ve { poliucal, clittural or religlous affiliaion's or gender.
Thig will ensureth t_t!;e;e_ls Just_and cqual trcatment

 for the identity,
cthos and_asplratiof of both communitica, Including eqnal_trcatment for
the Irish language and culture.” = - - TR TT

We are also comdhitted to g\c_crc‘*ing of a policing service which can cnjoy Adas inen

the support of thé chtire commiiny. 2R s
- | L oL o

It ts worth recalling fhat, in rcsp?.‘l}.se to the ccasclires of Autumn 1994 and 3%
the changed level of threat, we dertook a series of confldence-building
mecasurcs. These lucluded changed wmangements for release of prisoners in

Northern lreland, er the Natthern Ireland (Remission of Sentences) Act
1995. security forcg de )loymrnti a review nf 'm(‘ffCflcy lcg‘s]auon and

i 'y theothers. If the thfcaf reduces agai opportunity for further confidence-

2
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bullding measures retufns. - \

Dut confidcnce-buflh is a two way street. Support for the use of violence
is Incompatible with articipaton in the democratic process. An end to
punishment beatings and other paramilitary activi tes, Including
surveillance and targetting, would demonstrate real dommitfment

 to
peaceful methods af d fielp butld trust.

he opportunity for progress has never been greater
. Thencgotiations are :

widcly supported inte ationally.lfiqo‘r@nglx we welcome the_contribution (
of the European Union to (he_resolution of the problem. Likcwise we

- — 
-

welcome the intcre t andInvolvcment of the United{States arising from the ‘
spegial affinity sh red petween all the peoples of these islands_and cople n
the United Stafes. [nf paritculas we welcome the contributiionof arcas of
5}_1(;5::_53@1 conflict res ufi&x—m_fch-ags?nflf_x- Africa. yThe negotfafions also
sencht from tndepend t chatrmen from the USA. Chnada and Jinland and
have the overwhelring support of peoplcs throughout these istands. They
want them to takd place x'n a peaceful eaviron

ment, free of wlcxxcc.
That is our aim too.
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