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1. Mr Thomas - B

2. Michael Ancram - B

3 Secretary of State - B

I had a short chat with Martha Pope before the plenary during which

she said she had had a talk yesterday with Reg Empey who gave her to

understand that the UUP’s bottom line was a 3 month delay between

any restoration of the ceasefire and Sinn Fein’s entry to the

negotiations. (I did not have time to probe what impact if any this

might have on the UUP’s approach to decommissioning).

2. She went on to observe that if this was true it was clear that

there would be no ceasefire and that in those circumstances the most

optimistic scenario ("it might work out quite well") involved

[l Sinn Fein clearly outside the talks process;

* try to keep the Loyalists in if at all possible;

" aim to reach a political settlement among the remaining

parties, building on the UUP/SDLP axis;

" hope that Sinn Fein/IRA would eventually buy in to that

settlement or that they would ultimately be marginalised by

the breadth of community support for the settlement.
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3. We did not have time to pursue this but obviously I could hardly

have put it better myself. I wil try to have a longer chat, to

explore and encourage this thinking while making clear that we

continue to do what we can to promote an early ceasefire.

(signed)
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SECRETARY OF STATE

"Yes: but this conflicts with Reg to MA this morning - "the
time element is not all that it is about". Explore"

MICHAEL ANCRAM

"Also there is no indication of how we keep SDLP in if the
hurdle is manifestly too high".

SECRETARY OF STATE

"Perhaps it will turn on whether we can find a non-pejorative :
description for the three month period in which they won’t be in
the talks. So far it beats me".


