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5 : @‘f‘ The Prime Ministet is to meet Dr Paislcy and Mr Robinson on Monday.
Rhn ] é Adam Ingram will attend from here.
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The chief objective of the meeting is to develop the DUP’s engagement in the

" pursuit of a scttlement (for which there seems some opening, despite their

> i
VA .

" refusal to enter the talks, or any “parallel” process). The more they are

: galking to HMG about political issues, the less there is scope for making
. difficulties for Mr Trimble; and the greater the prospect of luring them back
% toward the process, and of their approaching a referendum on a settlement

" with something less than outright opposition.

“To that end, the Prime Minister may want (i) to reassure the DUP again about
&, “the benign nature of the process from the Unionist point of view; and (ii) to
% {nite their views on some of the key themes that we need to address in the

“ talks.

' B ackground

5 Since its walkout from the Talks on July, the DUP has pursued in public a

Ve ney

Y l;elenﬂessly hostile policy towards the Talks, indeed Dr Paisley has spoken of

- “wrecking” them, Since Sinn Fein’s entry to the Talks, there has been a series
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Bf public meetings to agitate against the process, and warn of its dire
consequences for Unionism. There has been consistent sniping at the UUP’s
# partimpatlon in the Talks. Some leadmg members of the party nevertheless

: “’ hope to engage more constructively in dialogue (Mr Robinson notably), and

'_ we have trled to conciliate the party.

Relations warmed followmg the ane Minister’s meeting with Mr Robinson
‘ v"fn Belfast in October. Although most of that meeting was given over to
denunciatlon of the decision to permit Sinn Fein to enter the Talks, Mr
Robinson left open various possibilities of closer involvement. He said that

the DUP “officer corps” (sc the senior figures apaxt from Dr Paisley) wanted

! presented to them by the Government: and that could include issucs that
A were in fact being discussed in the Talks at the same time. We have kept DUP

: 1 coverage, and little col\splcuous success in embarrassing Mr Trimble, though
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& fear of the DUP certainly in part underlics UUP unwillingness to engage in

: Castle Buildings. It is likely that Mr Robinson will see the meeting as an
to the settlement process, and he may want o

‘;',opportunlty to contribute
' Establleh a more rcgulvar'basis for doing 0.

inat‘tach a summary of pbihts the Prime Minister might make.
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