> CUMNs-LUXEMBOORG

ks

CONFIDENTIAL )

10 DOWNING STREET
LLONDON SWIA 2AA

2() November [997

R el 1) ST e
s (he Pulacipal Phvate Sceretaty

NN

NORTHERN IRELAND TALKS

i he Prime Minister and Dr. Mowlam had a bricf meeting this morning to
review the next sleps, following the Prime Minister’s latest meeting with the UUP.

Dr. Mowlam expressed concern at the continuing lack of UUP engagement,
which was threatening to undermine the talks and was destabilising Sinn Fein (no
doubt deliberately). Talking to Itimble about Heads of’ Agreement could be
valuable but the problem remained how to inject whatever conclusions were
reached into the talks process. Otherwisc the talks would be marginalised and
1 could become demotivated. This was a serious risk. Some of
inn Fein needed to be seen to be in a
lar need for some progress by the cnd of
duc to start the week alter.

people like Mitchel
the parties felt complctely left out, and S
meaningful process. There was a particu
the following weck, with the review plenary

The Prime Minister said that his mtention was to explore whether Heads of
Agrecment could be drafted which could be agreed by the UUP, the SDLP and the
at any agreement oursclves, but we

Irish. [fso. we would probably have to flo ‘
might be able 1o use Mitchell o do this, on the basis that he would then take
flesh on whal the Prime Ministcr imagined would be

forward the process of putting : '
very barc bones. He agreed that there was d danger of seeming to 1gnore the talks
process. The difficulty was to find a way of breaking thc'log]?.m outside the
process, and then putting whatever could be agrecd back into 1t.
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It was agreed that Dr.
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