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2. PS/Mr Ingram (B&L) - e

DECOMMISSIONING: ACCUSATIONS OF DELAY IN ISSUING COMMISSION'S

REPORT

“Financial Times" which suggests

rovide advice on an article in today's
ommissioning issue.
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Reading of the Northern Ireland Emergency Provisions Bill where the matter could

be raised. It might, therefore, be helpful if this minute could be passed on urgently
to the Prime Minister's office and to Mr Ingram.

2. The article in the Financial Times argues that the two Governments are

trying to prevent the Commission from pressing ahead with its Initial Report citing
the fact the Report was not tabled at yesterday’s meeting of the Liaison Sub-

Committee on Decommissioning as evidence of this. The Article refers to the

Report providing "a road map on how arms might be decommissioned” - an
expression which appears in the Report.

3. The two Governments received the Report on 28 October and suggested

major revisions. The text was finalised yesterday subject to any major difficulties

being raised by Sinn Fein and the loyalist parties which the Commission intended to
meet either today or tomorrow.

4. At yesterday's Liaison Sub-Committee meeting Mr Maginnis and the

Alliance Party expressed disappointment that the Report was not available. In part
the problem was caused by a failure of communication between the
Decommissioning Commission and the office of the Independent Chairman about
what was to be discussed in the Sub-Committee and, despite attempts to inform the
Chairman that the Report would not be available, the participants were not

forewarned (this could be explained in private to Mr Trimble).

5. We understand that the Commission should be able to circulate its Report

by 24 November, or even earlier, and the Liaison Sub-Committee may be able to
discuss it as early as 25 November, subject to the availability of Prime Minister
Holkeri (Senator Mitchell's deputy) to chair proceedings.
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Lines to take which emphasise that the Governments remain fully -

committed to decommissioning and stress that the Report and its distribution are

the responsibility of the Decommissioning Commission are attached for
consideration.

6.

[sgd]

JOHN MILLS
SHA Ext 27033
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