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At my meeting with the Irish today, led by Wally Kirwan (Taoiseach's Office), #A4 .
they proposed that, as on past occasions, the Taoiseach and the Prime Minister /& Ax ’
should meet briefly (10 minutes) in the margins of the Luxembourg Summit on o I

12/13 December. Lﬂn'//li
S &'lkl;tk)

on 23 May) issue a short (one-page) statement reporting moves forward on
East/West co-operation. The statement itself might centre around one of the
issues mentioned in the Noordwijk statement, namely co-operation on the use of
information technology in education; and it could also highlight the wide-ranging
nature of Government and NGO co-operation and activity. The statement would
cover two other documents: a summary of progress on East/West co-operation
since May; and a fuller report on the totality of East/West co-operation.

2. Apart from discussing progress in the Talks, they might (as at Noordwijk /«
I,

38 If time could be found at Luxembourg for this, it would raise the profile in
a way which would be helpful to the Irish - who see some aspects of this work
as contributing towards Nationalist confidence-building in the Northern Ireland
peace process. It would also be helpful to us in encouraging other Government
Departments here to contribute fully to the exercise.

4, Messrs. Budd and Bender support this idea. If the Prime Minister agrees,
it would be helpful if this slot could be worked into his timetable for
Luxembourg. We would inform the Irish accordingly.

b | am copying this to Dominick Chilcott (FCO) Ken Lindsay (NIO), and Jan
Polley and Brian Bender (Cabinet Office).
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