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the UUP ang their position in the Talks process.

They still do
not engage with Sinn Fein,

either directly or indirectly,
although 1last week, there was 3 type of indirect engagement .

The forthcoming intensive consultation, involving bilaterals,

will mean that any possibility of eéngagement is even less. When

Adams and McGuinness met us last week, you will remember the
were stressing the lack of UUP engagement in the

process, as
much as with them ag a party.

There is something in this - the Uyp bapers are very thin and

|
they think the “real game” is outside the Talks process.

Our meeting with David Trimble last week could have been worse.
There is little doubt, in my mind,

that bilaterals will suit
them;

even though they blame the SDLP for not doing enough to

arrange them and themselves blame the UUP. I will do my best to

encourage this new Talks structure, with the other parties -
specially the Alliance and the Women’s Coalition - acting as

useful mediators.
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Additionally, I am going to spend a good deal of time this and

next week with moderate UUP players - (like Jeffrey Donaldson,

Reg Empey and Dermot Nesbitt, to find out more about UUP

intentions) .

Any North-South body (or bodies), need to be seen in an overall
East-West context, together with changes to Articles 2 and 3, if
the Unionists are to have anything to do with it. The Irish

(and the SDLP) need to understand this at all times, and we will
press them on this. I also firmly believe if we concentrate on
the economic and social benefits to Northern Ireland people

as a result of sensible North-South arrangements, we will be on

firmer ground. And, any such institution must be genuinely two-

way .

I will keep you up-to-date on developments.

PAUL MURPHY MP
Minister of State
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