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A2 IN CONFIDENCE

STRAND I: PRINCIPLES AND REQUIREMENTS

there is full respect for, ang protection of the civil, political, social andcultural rights of all sections of the community

new relationships within Northern Ireland should be pursued andestablished by exclusively democratic, peaceful means, without resort to
violence or coercion

new arrangements in Northern Ireland should secure sufficientconsensus among the parties, be acceptable to the people, giveappropriate expression to the identity of each of the two main parts of
the community, and uphold and apply the principles of equality ofopportunity, equity of treatment and Parity of esteem

@ rest of the UnitedIreland, as well as between the two

in fact andof Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
onstitution Act 1973, They must also
onsent and self-determination as

ts jurisdiction in Northern Ireland withrigorous impartiality on behalf of all of the people of Northern Ireland intheir diversity

IN CONFIDENCEbrooker/2812



The National Archives reference PREM 49/403

-=>01712100246“10/10 197 16:28

status, whether in remaining

part of a united Ireland

new institutions in Northern Ireland should be:

- based on democratic principles and reflect the wishes of theelectorate

widely acceptable, in particular in the sense of providing anappropriate and equitable role for both sides of the community, suchthat both the main parts of the Northern Ireland community are ableto identify with them and feel that their representatives have ameaningful function to perform

stable and durable in the sense of not being dependent on a particularelection result or political deal, The system should, so far as possible,be self-sustaining

capable of development, in response o0 changing political reaities,with the agreement of al| concerned.

workable, in the sense of being as straightforward to operate aspossible

such as to avoid any entrenchment of the main community divisionand to encourage the development of a society in which both maintraditions would be respected

such as to provide all the constitutional political parties with theopportunity to achieve a role at each level of responsibility, and tohave a position proportional to their electoral strength in broad terms

able to function effectively, efficiently, and decisively within clearlydefined areas of responsibility
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L IN CONFIDENCE

structured so as to incorporate sufficient checks and balances to givereassurance that any institutions would command the confidence ofboth main sections of the community without prejudicing workability

innovative, in the sense of learning from and not merely modelled on
any previous arrangements

established within a defined relationship with UK institutions

competent to manage any relationship between Northern Ireland andthe Republic of Ireland developed in political Talks

able to develop a role with regard to Northern Ireland’s position withinthe EU

capable of developing relationships with devolved institutions in GreatBritain

capable of securing public endorsement

consistent with the maximum possible delegation of authority

such as to ensure the greatest possible degree of Parliamentary
scrutiny of and public accountability for the exercise of powers of
government within Northern Ireland.
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