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POLITICAL TALKS: THE STATE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS

I thought it might be helpful to offer some reflections on where
 the

negotiations have reached so far.

As was brought out in the Business Committee meeting this
 morning,

there is a shared frustration that the participants ha
ve not yet

fully engaged. (Some of those present expressed this in terms of an

“impasse” - but most readily agreed that the real problem was 
a

different one: namely lack of engagement, perhaps especially from

the UUP, so far.)
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My oun sense of this is that most of the parcicipanc
s have in common

that they have confined themselves at this stage t
o setting out

their opening positions, positions from which they
 will no doubt

retreat during negotiations, and yet axe demanding
 that others

hould instantly reveal their bottom linel Unsurprisingly no party

has been ready to start putting its cards on the table u
nilacerally.

In spite of all this some of the preliminary skirmis
hes have given

us some idea of the elements of a possible deal. I prepared the

ttached paper with my own current analysis which I thought others

might be interested to see.

(Quentin Thomas)
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