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Balanced change, based oo commitment to the principleof copsent in all ity

aspects by both British and Lrish Governments and including changes to Articles

2 and 3 of the krish Constitution and 2 new British Constitutional Act.

Institutions

There will be new instinmons across the three Strands, as follows:

Northern Ireland
There would be democratically elected institutions in Nortbern lreland.

In practice, this could involve & Northern Ireland Assembly, elected by a system of

proportional representation and excreising devolved executive and legistative

responsibility over at least the responaibilitics of the six Nortbern Ireland

Departments. There would be arrangementsfor carrying out exceuveand

administrative functions, either through a cabinet-style Executive ot tirough tie

Chairmea of Assembly committes. There would be provisions (o ensure that these

instiutions operate on the basis of cross-communty agreement, with checks and

balances to protect the interests of both commmities.

Wider Relationships
These will replace the Anglo-Irish Agreeraent,wil establish closes cooperation and

enhanced relationships on these islands and will operate under an Anglo-lrish.

Intergovermmental Council which will mest twice a year at Head of Government level

on the European Union Summit model.

There will also be structures as follows:

(i)North/South
There will be institutions through which co-operation and common action on

e island on matters of mutual coacern and interest to the benefit of all will be

structured.

In practice these will also operate on the Evcopean Union model to bring

togetberthose with cxccutive respoasibilities in Northern Irelund and the
Irish Government. Each side will remain accountable to, and act within

memudmflommmmfizlfi.lm‘.

respectively. All decisionswill be by agreement between the two sides,

North and South. There will be a generalNorth/South Ministerial Council

and therewill be sectoralor functional NortySouth Ministerial Councils. On

the basis of policies agreed by both sides in these sectoral or functional
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Councils there will be a number [say tea] executive ageacies W implement

those policies at an all-island lcvel [together, if agreed, with ageacies that will

barmonise]. The Councils and the agencies will in turn also be accountable to

the elected instinmions in their respective jurisdictiopsand would sctin

accordance with the arrangementsfor collective responsibility existing there.

(@)Brisish/Trish

There woud be iostinations through which co-operation and consequential
action betweea the British end Irish Govemmeats aod within the two isiands

will be structuredon maticrs of mutial concem and interest, both generally

and in regard to Northem Ireland.

In practice there wouldbe a British-Irish Councilat Secretary of State level to

deal with the totality of relationships, including the British and Lrish

Goverpments, the Northern Ireland administration, and representatives

of devolved institutionsin the rest of the UK

There will also be sanding Iatergovernmental machinery (between the

Irish and British Governments) covering nou-devolved issues of mutual

ipterest, with which representatives of devolved institutions there would be

associated.

Rights, Justics, Prisoners and other Confidence isues

Rights
There would be provisions to safeguard the rights of both communities

Northern Ireland and sddress equality sad justice issues by way of agreement on

arrangements for the comprebensive, systematic and effective protection of

fundamental human, civil, political, Social, economic and cultural rights.

In practics this could involve tailor-made Bill of Rigitsfor Northern Lreland,

supplementing the provisions of the European Convention in such areas as collective:

rights, non-discrimication and emergency provisions, with pow arrangeroents for

‘monitoring end enforcement, perhzps through a special Standing Commission. Any

pecessary 2nd appropriate steps to casure an equivaleatlevel of rights protectionin

the South would aiso be raken.

Justicsand Policing
‘Arrangements and commitmedts would be agreed in regard to reform in the policing

and justice areas.

In practice this could involve the establishment of a representative and independent

commission with the task of bringing forward within 8 specified timeframe

comprehensive proposals, within an egresd frameworkof priacipies.
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[Prisonery

‘A broad understanding on & programme of action in regard o the prisoners issue

would be & necessary element of a settlement.

In practice the release daces of ll prisoners meeting cerain broad crteria would be

revicwed within & specified end limited timescale. While each case would have to be
considercdon its merits, it is eavisagedthas the vast majority of prisoners qualifying

for review swould be releascd within a specified and limited period after the

achicvementof agreement.

Confidence Lssues
“There would be agreementon the measues necessary establisha normal peaceful
society.

n practice, this would invoive a commitment on the part of the British Governmeat fo

reduce troop levels, and to dismantle special security installations. As outined abave,
there would also be policing reform.

“There would 5o be & commitmento the decommissioning of illegally-held arms

withi a fixed timeframe followingthe reaching of agreement.

The panter and extea of legally-held weapous would also be examined.

Equality Issues
There would be sgreement that all aspocts of the settlement. and of the subsequeat

operation of the institutions and srrangements established under it, wouldbe

informed by the principles of equality of treatment, opportunityand advantage,

Sreedorfrom discrimination for all, and justand equal treatment for the aspirations,

identity and ethos of both commities.

The practical implications of these principles for a range of specific issues, incl
uding

the Irish language, would be urgeatly considered within an agresd timefiame and

resolved to the satisfactionof the parties.


