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PRIME MINISTER'S MEETING WITH ROBERT McCARTNEY: 15 JANUARY

IL(/January 1998

This is to provide briefing for the Prime Minister’s 
meeting with Robert

McCartney, leader of the UKUP, on Thursday 15 Jan
uary. The Prime Minister

|ast met Mr McCartney on 19 May 1997 when he accu
sed the Government of

operating a policy of appeasement designed to bring Sinn
 Fein into the talks and

create the conditions for Irish reunification py instalmen
ts. It is likely that Mr

McCartney will return to these key themes in his me
eting with the Prime

Minister and in addition attack the Propositions on Hea
ds of Agreement and Dr

Mowlam’s meetings with prisoners in the
 Maze Prison.

At a meeting with Dr Mowlam on & January Mr McCart
ney criticised the talks

process alleging that it was deepening division between
 the communities and

that it would only work with republican support whic
h had to be bought at a

price. He believes that his decision 10 leave the Talks w
hen Sinn Fein entered s

has been vindicated by subsequent events.
 His reaction to the Propositions on

Heads of Agreement is not yet known but our co
ntacts with his party colleagues

s an integrationist party, is unlikely 
to welc

proposals which do not re
fl

indicate that the UKUP, a 
ome

ect that philosophy. However, they ha
ve

acknowledged that the proposals are quite Unionist fri
endly, while arguing that

this probably represents the high point for Unionists an
d the proposals can be

expected to be diluted during negotiations. In particular 
Mr McCartney is likely to
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focus on his view that cross-border bodies are intended t
o evolve, having @

“dynamic” character (a phrase from the Framework Do
cument).

Mr McCartney has criticised Dr Mowlam’s meeting with
 loyalist prisoners and

the Government’'s management of the Maze prison wh
ich he believes has been

corrupted in favour of keeping the talks process together. it is very likely that he

will urge the Prime Minister to introduce a stronger secur
ity policy within the

Prison citing the recent murder and escape as reasons f
or effecting such a

policy.

The Prime Minister might wish to consider convincing M
r McCartney that the

Government is not engaged in a policy of appeasement t
owards Sinn Fein and

attempt to persuade him of the merits of the Propositi
ons on Heads of

Agreement and the desirability of the UKUP return
ing to the Talks.

Mr McCartney’s prime target in the Talks is Mr Trimble a
nd it is important that

Mr McCartney should not leave the meeting with any fur
ther ammunition with

which to attack Mr Trimble. The Prime Minister may th
erefore wish to provide

cover for Mr Trimble by pointing to the safeguards for U
nionists inherent in the

process: the sufficient consensus rule, by which agr
eement requires the

concurrence of representatives of a majority of each of th
e two communities.

The Government has also made clear that no proposals em
erging from the Talks

would be put to Parliament without the support of a majo
rity of the people of

Northern Ireland voting in a referendum. In addition on 24 Se
ptember the Talks’

participants, with the exception of Sinn Fein, expressed
 their commitment to the

principle of consent.

Tactically the best that the Prime Minister may hope
 to achieve from the

meeting is to challenge Mr McCartney’s analysis of the T
alks process, talk him

through the Propositions on Heads of Agreement tex
t and refute any allegations

which he may make about the Government’s manageme
nt of the Maze Prison.
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| have attached in the Annex some key points for the Prime 
Minister to make to

Mr McCartney and will provide an update on any public pronou
ncements which

he may make on the Propositions on Heads of Agreement tex
t before the

meeting.
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