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STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND.
MO MOWLAM AT THE MULTI-PARTY TALKS, DUBLIN ON TUESDAY
17 FEBRUARY 1998

| would like to a;id 1o the statement | made during the talks yesterday and to
address some misconceptions about this process which are going around.

First this is not a courl of law. These are political negotiations and it is in that
context that this procedure arises. 1he purpose of reguiring all participants to
affirm their total and absolute cominitment to the Mitchall principles was to
ensure that there was a level playing field in these negotiations - to create

confidence among the participants.

I'am not acting unilaterally. My actions are governed by the rules of this process
- rules which the parties starting this process agreed; and it is the imegrity of
;hanLocﬁs which we all around this table want to protect. In maintaining that
integrity it Is grycial that everyone is treated fairly and equally. We have done so
in the past end are doing so again now.

Tha purpose of requiring commitment to the Mitchell principles is to provide
reassurance that these political negotiations are taking place on a leve! playing

| initiated this procedure in the Talks because it was the British Government
which received the information from the Chief Constable that, in his view, the
IRA authorised and was responsible for the murders of Mr Campbell and

Mr Dougan. |

If it were possible to go further and share with you the intelligence and all the
other evidence on which his assessment was made | would. But | cannot, not

least beceuse that could seriously prejudice current court proceedings and |
constitute a breach of the Conternpt of Court Act. j
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However. | can say that the Chief Constable has briefed me fully aathe
circumstancas of these two murders and | and the Prime Minister, Teny Blair,
have had the oppodunity. to fhiulﬂzami_ﬂtmﬁjuiﬂ[matiﬂn_audjﬂdanﬂ_ﬂimm
to the Chief_Constable. As @ result both Tony Blair and ! eccept and agree with
the Chicf Constable’s assessmenl that the IRA authorised and was responsible
for these murders.

It is now for both governmente to consider all the information available and to
make a rounded judgement together. It will be a joint decision. Our conclusions
will reflect discussions between ourselves and what we hear this afternoon from
Sinn Fein and all the partias round this table.
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