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Ulster Unionist Party

Strand One

Northem lrefand does require 4 new wnstitution dedicated to the governance ofthe province That wistitution must have political efficacy and be “boycontpeoof”” with no incentive 1o nationalists to make it fal

ife. Stmularty at DANT the interests of the consumer and those of theproducer are all under one roof The political efficacy test may require that€ven more departments be created to be controlled by local elected politicians,

The aew institution will in effect be The Northern Ireland Assermbly ElectionsW the Assembly wull use the existing parliamentary constituencies as the basicelectoral uait with each such consutuency retuming five members using STV -atotal of 90 

o

Unlike Wales, we do not envisage an Exccutive Comunittee of the Assemblyacting as a cabinet. Rather the executive would be the Assembly in total withadinuustrauve functions carried out by committess whose chair andcompositon would be allocated on a proportional dasis as in some localauthortties Broadly there should be a committee tor each N] department, butthis should not exclude others ¢ g EU matters' Each committee would have achaw and deputy chair on a proportional basis (taking suitable account ofthose who may not be committed to exclusively peaceful means) The D’hontSystem would be appropriate in this area.

In cffect, each chauperson would become *Head of Department” which wouldbe the equivalent of ‘Munister' [t would be the tunction of the relevant
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have day 1o day charge of
enable lumher to camy out the funcuions of the otfice effectively These

with a chairpersons” duty to report duectly10 his commuttee nor would they cnable a charperson to operate outside thepolicy decisions of the relevant commyttec.

The Assembly as a whole would adjudicate on policy disputes which affectdifferent Departments, such a5 budget allocation However, Heads ofDepartments would be expected to make determined efforts to resolve theirdifferences informally before a budget was presented to the whole Assembly.The Head of Finance and Personnel would be expected to play a leading rolehere

Dectsion should be taken on a simple majority basis The Scottish and Welshproposals aim 1o ensure thar potential prodlems in the decision making process

administrativegndlock. Sumlaly we do not see the need for a second or complimentarychambes for the regional governance of 1.5 million people

The Secretary of State would be the main means of liaison between the

The Assembly would ot have any revenue raisi wers and would operatewithun the block grant system The basis on which the block grant 1s formed,uicluding the so-called Burnet Foruula, would need (o be settled in a form
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that would ensure that the Assembly would havé some flexibility in decision

making and some scope for determnining its” own policies and priorities. Full

paticipation in Parliunent and hanson with govermment, however, would be
crucial o ensure NI's needs are articulated in the spending rounds Law will

suli be inude at Wesiminsier - wbeit not by Orders n Council. This all means

that @ parnership between the Assembly, Parhiament and govemment should

evoive That pannership could take several forms but at the very least the

Assembly should be able to influence legislation before Parliament. Again

using the Welsh proposals. the Secretary of State should be obliged to consult

with the Assemibly aboul the NI legislative programme. The Assembly could

dedate the programme and present responses. In addition the assembly could

debate matters of interesvconcerm w Nl und let Parliament know its' views

A Aghts tumnework s an-essential part of the Strand One component of the

Talks We weicome the incomoration of ECHR into UK domestic law and

can envisage protocols relaung specifically to Northem Ireland. It 1s in the 1]

(nierests of the Uniomist community 10 have a rights culture and protection 4]

regime i NI second to none.


