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Strands Two & Three

Introdyction

The process of European integration, begun by the Council of Europe and
contnued by the European Community - later Union - has brought with it a rise

0 the phenomenon of regionalism. Among the factors contnbuting to this rise
Wwete, on the one hand, rejection of the cultural uniformity of states and belief in

the continent’s regioual diversify, and on the other, the demand for more local

paricipation in decision-making and rejection of decisions being made in distant

¢apitals by “faceless” bureaucrats. Since the 1970's regionalism has developed
in two ways. At national level many member states of the Euwropean Unuon,

parncularly Belgium, ltaly, Span, and the United Kingdom, have been
decentralising. giving or proposing o give, various degrees of legislative,
admunistrative and financial powers (o thewr regions. They have joined the only
TMo states in the European Union with a formal federal coustiution, Austria and

Germany. At sub-national level those regions of Ewope with legislative,
executive and financial powers themselves became active in Promoting cross-

border co-operanon, and this development came to mvolve regions in states not
members of the European Community Such as Switzerland and the former
Yugoslavia, most notably in seven Arbeitsgemeinschaften, involving a total
today of same 40 regions, proviaces and cantons in Europe, east and west, some,
\ndeed, involved in more than one organisation. To this must be added the vast
aray of cross-border arangements promoted by the Europemn Community’s
INTERREG scheme to help particularly the poorer regions, provinces,
deparunents on the internal borders of the Union. o

For its pant the Councul of Europe adopted in May 1980 the Madrid Outline
Convention un Transfrontier co-operation between Territorial Comumunities or
Authoritics in which the participating states agreed to promote cross-border co-
operation, including the right of local and regional authorities to make

agreements with their neighbourng foreign opposite numbers 1 the fields of

thewr competences as laid down by domesnc laws.

In very few of these cross-border arrangements mentioned above are there

agreements between states, on the one hand and regions in neighbouring states
on the other. For example, in Yugoslavia, Slovenia and Croatia were members
of the Arbeisgemeinschaft Adna betore independence, but remained wn the
organisation afterwards, and the Netherlands and Flandcis (Beigium) signed a

Language Union in 1980.
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Ut response to the practical and specific demonstrable economiic, social
and cultural needs of the parties involved;

under rules of the democ;ratic accountability of those wstitutions involved
11 cross-border co-operatiion to the people most directly concemed;

the dimunution of nationalism tather than its exacerbaton,

to avoid any unnecessary layers of|bureaucracy.

In view of the already massive co-operation between the United Kingdom endthe Insh Republic covering many fi 
i

ields, and stemminyproximity and shared history, the 
i

The Council shall be Composed of representatives of the British and InshGove‘emments, and of the Regional Elected Administrations of Scotland, Wales
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Council Meenn,
by the Respec

BS may take decisions on _Agreed Policies

Such_decisions are however,

s/Actions to be taken

,_only
3sis, untl ratified by the respective

Y. _2ppropriate agreed
subsequently ratifie by te
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contaul at least one Head of Committee drawri from each of the two main

traditons

Where meetings between the British and Irish Government are held which
discuss Non Devolved Issues for Northern Ireland, representatives of the
Northern Ireland Assembly from each of the main traditions shall be invited w0
participate

These Proposals are prepared on the basis of Acceptable Constitutional Change
and on the understanding that they form part of a wider agreement which
ceplaces the Anglo-Insh Agreement.


