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Strands Two & Three

Introdyction

The process of European integration, begun by the Council of Eurgope and
coatinued by the European Communiry - later Union - has brought with it a rise
\n the phenomenon of regionalism. Among the factors contmbuling to this rise
were, on the one hand, rejection of the cultural uniformity of states and belief in
the continent's regional diversity, and on the other, the demand for more local
paricipation in decision-making and rejection of decisions being made i distant
Capitals Dy “faceless” bureaucrats. Since the [970's regionalism has developed
in two ways. Al national level many member states of the European Unuon,
parncularly Belgium, ltaly, Spain, and the United Kingdom, have been
decentralising, giving or proposing to give, various degrees of legislative,
admuustrative and financial powers to thewr regions. They have joined the only
WO states in the European Ugion with a formal federal constitution, Austria and
Germany. At sub-national leve] those regions of Europe with legislative,
executive and financial powers themselves became active in promoting cross-
border co-operanon, and this development came to involve regions in states not
members of the European Community such as Switzerland and the former
Yugoslavia, most notably in seven Arbeitsgemeinschaften, involving a total
today of some 40 regions, provinces and cantons in Europe, east and west, some,
indeed, involved in more than one organisation. To this must be added the vast
array of cross-border arrangements promoted by the European Community's
INTERREG scheme to help particularly the poorer regions, provinees,
deparunents on the internal borders of the Union. :
For us part the Councu of Europe adopted in May .1980 the Madnid Outline
Convention un Transfrontier co-operation between Territorial Comummities or
Authonues in whuch the participanng states agreed to promote cross-border co-
operation, including the right of local and regional authorities to make
agreernents with their neighbouring foreign opposite numbers 1n the fields of
thewr competences as laid down by domesnc laws.

In very few of these cross-border arrangements mentioned above are there
agrevments between states, on the one hand and regions wn neighbouring states
on the other. For example, in Yugoslavia, Slovenia and Croatia were members
of the Arbewsgemeinschaft Adna betore nndependence, but remained in the
organisyuon afterwards, and the Netherlands and Flanders (Beigium) signed a
Language Union in 1980,
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Northern Ireland's existe
1 nce the government proposed on '
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U1 response to the pracucal and 5 ,
and cultural needs of the parties invohfcd.pmm demonstrable economie, social

: under rules ot the democrati o |
alic accountability of th tutions i
1N Cross- . : Ose nstitu
$s-border co-operation to the people most directly concemned: ks

the diminution of nationalism rather than its exacerbation

: that sts in Northe;

enable it tnth;:; Tsrt:sl:oiib]:;g;f iﬂnd e Amd‘"hl!" with powers sufficient to
. , cross-border co ' .

the Irish Republic and other British regions but with ngmum::? ':h?f:::jﬁinuﬂii

to avoid any unnecessary layers of bureaucracy

In view of already :

the [nsh ;eplh:bh- massive co-operation between the United Kingdom eand

proxumuty and 5: m: ¢hr:n § many fleids, and Stemmung ffom their gcographical
ared hjs LA

proposals tory, the Ulster Unionist Party makes the following

: |
There shall be a body established, called the Council of the Briush Isles

(hereinafter called ‘The Council’ :
WD these islande ouncil’) to deal with the Totality of Relationships

* The C
nP:ran:: :—:I Zliaeh and facilitate discussion, consultation and co-
. matters of mutual interest between the constituent el:m;nu ofile

* The Council shall be com
i | posed of representatives of the Bnitish
mments, and of the Regional Elected Administradons of Scnrlmﬂidwzil
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Dl e 10N are to be taken by unanimous votes of
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The Council shal] e serviced by a single small Adrunistrative Unit

A Council Meeting will |
Tabadtn: only be - :
admun properly constinyted S
The Nl:t::;n li-s fq’ém“d by at least two Min :‘mmi:sn irpémmmpa:tmg
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cortamn al least one Head of Commirttee drawn from each of the two main
traditioas.

* Where meetings between the British and [rsh Government are held which
discuss Non Devolved Issues for Northern Ireland, representatives of the

Northem [reland Assembly from each of the main traditions shall be invited to
participate

These Proposals are prepared on the basis of Acceptable Constitutional Change
and on the understanding that they form part of a wider agreement which
replaces the Anglo-Insh Agreement.



