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As you know, some of the participants in the Talks raised
questions about possible contacts between your staff and
Sinn Fein. More recently Dr Paisley has repeated this
suggestion, saying in addition that there is a security
report indicating that there has been some such contact.
Your staff raised this with my office yesterday morning.

Perhaps I could say at the outset that I regard the question
of what contacts you, your colleagues and your staff make as
entirely a matter for your judgement and discretion. As you
know, we have suggested no stipulations about this.

In plenary you volunteered, when the matter was raised, that
neither you, your colleagues nor your staff have met
representatives of Sinn Fein or the IRA since your present
appointment.

I fully accept your assurance and I am happy to make clear
that I know of nothing which should lead me to conclude
otherwise.

I am sending copies of this letter to General de Chastelain,
Prime Minister Holkeri and to the Irish Government
delegation to the Talks.
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