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THE TALKS PROCESS

lhe Government’s aim in Northern Ireland is to secure a

comprehensive andg widely acceptable political settlement which

satisfactorily addresses all those issues of concern

to all the main
participants.

Recent security events only reinforce the urgen

t need for dialogue
through the multi-party talks process.

The Government will not be
deflected from its search for a lasting political settlement.

Progress in the talks has been slow - painstakingly slow at times,
but these are complex and difficult negotiations.

The Government welcomes the progress to date; it shows that the

determination to advance the process is there, But,

there is still
a long way to travel.

The talks participants are currently engaged in a substantive

discussion of the important and sensitive issue of decommissioning.

Without the talks, there is no hope of constructive advances and if

such hope is taken away, the consequences may be very hleak.

There is a heavy responsibility on all the participants not only to
continue the talks but to move on to the substance of the issues.

For its part the Government is absolutely determined to press on

with the talks. 2s the Prime Minister said at the Party Conference,
"there is po other show in town."

Sinn Fein

There is no question of a secret deal with Sinn Fein. Both we and
the Irish Government are agreed that Sinn Fein will not be admitted

to the talks process unless and until there is a genuinely
unequivocal restoration of the IRA ceasefire of 1994.

TALKS /2689
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