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HUME/ADAMS INITIATIVE

\ JohnHmncrangmethisaficmoonfromBmssels. His main purpose was
‘oenquhtwhetherwchadletitbelmownthnhehadrec

civedanewmxtfrom
\us. He wasbcingptmedbyjoumaliscwhochimedwknow this. [ said that

' we had said nothing publicly ourselves, but it was possible that David Trimble,
. who was aware of the position in general, might have made this claim.

P

i_ & ThisledHumetonskwhcthcrtherepominthzweckcndprcssa
bouta

eal with Trimbie were true. 1 said that there was absolutely no truth in them

whatsocver.

HumethcnsaidthathchadgivenwrnewtzxtwAdamS.
 He had not

becnncgzfivcindiscussingitscomzmmm. But he c
ould see that the

amwhichwonndmseumblewasthe‘procus” we had suggested. The key

qmdonwashowlongsuchapmc&wouldlast. If we had in mind another
18 months, that would be disastrous. However, if the firstfew stages m the
process could be completed before Christmas, and the plenary could take place

oncethenegofiztionhadrwpwedafterthecnfismm
m.matmigmbe

different.

I said we had carefully avoided setting any time frame, as he would hav
e

noticed. Wehadmadedwthatsomctimewouldbe
ncededwmmc

position after a Dew ceasefire. The length of that ume entirely depended on
whatthcmAandSinnFeinsaidmddid. So the answer to the question was in
their hands.

Hmnenowdthiswithoutfimhcrcommcmofmhmme. 
He concluded

with his oft-repeated fears that, iftht:Memciscdidn
otwork.th:

violenoecmfldbefarwotscthanithadcver
been.
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Comment

Hume seemed in reasonably buoyant mood. He made oo explicit

criticism himself of our text or the Prime Minister’s letter. We agreed to stay

in touch.

I am copying this to William Ehrman (Foreign and Commonweaith

Office), Jan Polley (Cabinet Office), Sir John Kerr (Washington) and Veronica

Sutheriand (Dublin).

‘1‘9_‘,. _a_ .

JOHN HOLMES

Rnbert Crawford Esq

Northern Ireland Office
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