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restoration of the IRA ceasefire, these negotiations are without pre-

conditions." Michael Ancram rejected that analysis.

s Second David Trimble took exception to the first tiret

describing the process to be followed after a ceasefire namely

"meetings with Sinn Fein at various levels to explore with them what

assurances could be given and what confidence building measures

established." Mr Trimble said that while the Prime Minister had

mentioned meetings with Sinn Fein "to explore with them what

assurances could be given" he had not mentioned the issue of

"confidence building measures". Michael Ancram explained that we saw

confidence building measures, in that context, as concerning things

which Sinn Fein could do to establish our confidence. Attention was

drawn to the penultimate paragraph of the text which made it explicit

that confidence building was a two-way street.

5 Mr Trimble was not mollified, flung the paper down and left the

room saying that he would tell the Prime Minister this evening that

the briefing he had given him last week was not accurate.
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