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plaints in abundance of the scarcity of money, the weight
of ruinous taxes, the distresses of the times, and what not,
and with so feeble a voice that letting of blood would, to
human appearance, be the only thing which could ever re-
cover him to health and usefulness again. Let a man call
upon one of them to pay a debt of several years’ standing,
and he has no money to spare; his family 1s starving, no-
thing in the house to eat, drink or wear. But let any of
them get a hankering after the East-Indio herb, and they
can give six or nine or ten shillings per pound for anything
which resembles it in smell or taste. I call upon you, who-
ever you be, high or low, rich or poor, men or women, who
conduct in this manner, to reconcile yourselves with any
rational principles. I do not direct you to go to Commit-
tees for relief—a miserable subterfuge, like Job’s comforters.
I call you to wake up, and exert every generous principle,
and deliver yourselves from the chains which you are forming
and putting upon your own necks. Cease to wonder at, the
trader ; suffer him to dupe you out of your reason, your
senses, and your money, and I warrant you will lose them.,
For Heaven’s sake, for the interest of liberty and religion,
for your own interest, and that of endless ages, act in every
instance, in the whole of your deportment, in an irreproach-
able manner, and by the means within the reach of mortals,
procure distinguished blessings for this land, and descend at
last to your graves with the highest marks of honour and

applause.
PP A Frienp to His COUNTRY.

Connecticut, June 3, 1776.

TOWN-MEETING, PROVIDENCE, RHODE-ISLAND.

At a Town-Meeting of the Town of Providence, held on
the first Monday of June, A. D. 1776, being the third day
of the month:

Mr. Joun Jencks, Moderator.

Voted, That the Town Council be, and they hereby are
requested to revise and continue the Town Watch by night,
under the same regulations as established by them on the
11th day of November last; that the Master of the Watch
go through with the assessment then made by the said Town
Council,in the same manner as would have been done, had
the Colony done nothing respecting the Watch until that
assessment shall be finished.

Whereas it does not appear necessary to employ any
person for the present to watch the Battery at Fox-Point
by day, and in the night it may be done by the Town’s
Watch :

It is, therefore, Poted, That the person who now watches
the said Battery be dismissed from said employ.

GENERAL WARD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
Boston, fune 3, 1776,

Sir: Enclosed are the judgment of a Court of Inquiry
upon the complaint of Colonel Parnum against Lieutenant
Merril, and a return of this division of the Army.

Some of the articles which General Putnam sent to me
for are on the way to Norwich, and the most of them will
set off to-morrow morning.

I am your Excellency’s obedient, humble servant,

ArteMas WaRD.
To General Washington.

Proceedings of a Court of Inquiry held at Bosron, by or-
der of Major-Gencral WarDp, to examine a complaint
exhibited by Colonel Varnum against Licutenant Dan-
1er. MERRIL, of Colonel Prinney’s Regiment, May 24,
A. D. 1776.

Colonel Sargent, President.

Members.
Captain Farrington,
Lieutenant Holmes,
Lieutenant Meserve,
Lieutenant Herrick,
Captain Haynes, Lieutenant Munrow,
Captain Vinton, Ensign Mills.

The Court being convened, proceeded to inquire into a
complaint exhibited by Colonel Farnum against Lieutenant
Merril, for inlisting Sergeant Thompson and fifteen men,

Captain Pope,
Captain Hll,
Captain Barnes,
Captain Low,

CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., JUNE, 1776.

698

who were before inlisted with Lane and the aforesaid Ser-
geant, by his order, (as he saith.)

After examining the Officers of the Company, as well as
the Sergeant and Privates above-mentioned, and getting
what light we possibly could in this matter, the Court being
cleared, after the most mature consideration, are unanimous
in the opinion that Lieutenant Merril is not guilty of any
part of the charge alleged against him, nor in any way cul-
pable in the matter; and that said Sergeant and men are
not held (or ought not to be) by said Captain Lane, as it
doth not appear that they were propetly inlisted.

Pavr DupLey SarcenT, President.

‘Watertown, June 3, 1776.

The beginning of last week, a vessel arrived in this Co-
lony, having on board ten tons of Sulphur, and the remainder
of her cargo Salt. The former article will greatly help in
manufacturing the amazing quantity of thirty-four thousand
nine hundred and seven and one-quarter pounds weight of
Saltpetre, made in this Colony, and brought to the Commis-
sary-General’s store, in this town, during the course of the
week past, exclusive of what has been carried to the Pow-
der-Mills at Haverhill, Stoughion, &ec.

On Tuesday, the 21st ultimo, the Continental frigate, of
thirty-two guns, built at Portsmoutk, under the direction of
John Langdon, Esquire, was launched, amidst the acclama-
tions of many thousand spectators. She is esteemed by
all those who are judges that have seen her, to be one of
the completest ships ever built in America. 'The whole
time of her building did not exceed sixty working days.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM GENERAL HOWE TO LORD
GEORGE GERMAINE, DATED HALIFAX, JUNE 3, 1776.

[ have the honour of your Lordship’s despatches of the
2d of February, enclosing his Majesty’s warrant to explain
and confirm, under the King’s sign manual, the powers with
which I am vested to post officers to vacancies, as were be-
fore expressed in your Lordship’s letter of 5th January.

Permit me, my Lord, to represent, that, when his Ma-
jesty was pleased to order two additional companies to
each regiment under my command, (one of them to be
formed by a regular regimental promotion, and the officers
to return to Britain for the purpose of recruiting the com-
pany,) I did, with a scrupulous regard to his Majesty’s
pleasure, make the appointments accordingly, reporting my
reasons for the few deviations that occurred. Notwith~
standing this, I have the mortification to find that my ap-
pointments, on their arrival, were not confirmed, and that
all those Ensigns who had merited promotion by their per-
sonal good behaviour, and who have ever since been doing
duty as such, remain superseded by others commissioned in
Britain.

Many appointments have also been received from the
War-Office, since the 5th of January, on vacancies that
have happened under my command, and which, of course,
have been filled up on the spot; occasioning such embar-
rassment and confusion in the Army, that I have been
obliged to give the enclosed order, to prevent murmurs, and
remove all doubts in consequence of those double promo-
tions, until his Majesty’s further pleasure is known.

I beg leave, therefore, to entreat your Lordship to lay be-
fore his Majesty the particular situation of the gentlemen
agorieved, and to present ray humble request that his Ma-
jesty may be graciously pleased to confirm them in their
respective ranks—permitting me to issue pay to the En-
signs appointed at home, by recommendation from the War-
Office, until vacancies happen in the different regiments
for their admission ; in which view, I shall keep all En-
signcies open in expectation of his Majesty’s further plea-
sure. 1 inust also flatter myself that directions may be
given to prevent the like inconveniences in future, as his
Majesty’s service, by their continuance, must be greatly
impdeed.

VOTES OF SEVERAL TOWNS IN MASSACHUSETTS RELATING
TO INDEPENDENCE.

TAUNTON, BRISTOL COUNTY.

At a Town-Meeting, legally warned and held at Taun-
ton, on Monday, the 3d day of June, 1776, on the second
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article mentioned in the warrant, Voted, that if the Ameri-
can Congress should, in their wisdom, declare independent
of Great Britain, then they, (the inhabitants of this town,)
with their lives and fortunes, do solemaly engage to support
them in the same.

SCITUATE, PLYMOUTH COUNTY.

Instructions to Naruan Cusnine, Esq., Representative of
the Town of Scrruatk, June 4, 1776.

The inhabitants of this town being called together on
the recommendation of our General Assembly, to signify our
minds on the great point of independence on Great Britain,
thiok fit to instruct you on that head. The Ministry of that
kingdom having formed a design of subjecting the Colonies
to a distant, external, and absolute power, in all cases what-
soever, wherein the Colonies have not, nor, in the nature of
things, can have any share by representation, have for a
course of years past exerted their utmost art and endeavour
to press the same plan, so destructive to both countries, into
execution ; but finding it, through the noble and virtuous
opposition of the sons of freedom, impracticable, by means
of mere political artifice and corruption, they have at length
bad a fatal recourse to a standing army, so repugnant to
the nature of a free Government, to fire and sword, to blood-
shed and devastation, calling in the aid of foreign troops, as
well as endeavouring to stir up the savages of the wilderness
to exercise their barbarities upon us; being determined by
all appearances, if practicable, to extirpate the Americans
from the face of the earth, if possible, unless they tamely
resign the rights of humanity, and to re-people this once hap-
py country with the ready sons of vassalage, if such can be
found : We, therefore, apprehending such a subjection utter-
ly inconsistent with the just rights and blessings of society,
unanimously instruct you to endeavour that our Delegates
in Congress be informed, in case that Representative body
of the Continent should think fit to declare the Colonies in-
dependent of Great Britain, of our readiness and determi-
nation to assist, with our lives and fortunes, in support of that
(as we apprehend) necessary measure.

Touching other matters, we trust in your discretion, fide-
lity, and zeal, for the publick welfare, to propose and for-
ward all such measures as you shall apprehend may tend to
our necessary defence in the present threatening aspect of
affairs, or to promoting the internal peace, order, and good
Government of this Colony.

WRENTHAM, NORFOLK COUNTY.
June 5, 1776.

At a general Town-Meeting of the Frecholders, and other
inhabitants of this Town, being warned, qualified, and as-
sembled as the law directs, at the publick Meeting-House
in the First Precinct in this Town :

To Messrs. Benyamiy Guinp, Josern Haws, and Doctor
Esenezer DaceErT, chosen to represent this Town the
ensuing year :

GextLeEMEN : We, your constituents, in full town-meet-
ing, June 5th, 1776, give you the following Ibstructions,
viz:

Whereas tyranny and oppression, a little more than a cen-
tury and a half ago, obliged our forefathers to quit their
peaceful habitations and seek an asylum in this distant land,
amidst a howling wilderness, surrounded with savage ene-
mies, and destitute of almost every convenience of life, was
their unhappy situation. But such was their zeal for the
common rights of maukind, that they, under the smiles of
Divine Providence, surmounted every difficulty, and in a
little time were in the exercise of civil Government under
the charter of the Crown of G'reat Britain. But after some
years had passed, and the Colonies had become of some
unportance, new troubles began to arise: the same spirit
which caused them to leave their native land still pursued
them, joined by designing men among themselves. Letters
began to be written against the Government, and the first
Charter soon after destroyed. In this situation, some years
passed before another Charter could be obtained ; and al-
though many of the rights and privileges of the first Charter
were abridged by the last, yet in that situation the Gov-
ernment has been tolerably quiet until the year 1763, since
which the same spirit of oppression has risen up. Letters
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by divers ill-minded persons have been written against the
Government, in consequence of which divers acts of the
British Parliament have been made, mutilating and destroy-
ing the Charter, and wholly subversive of the Constitation.
Fleets and armies have been sent to enforce them, and at
length a civil war has commenced, and the sword is drawn
in our laqd, and the whole United Colonies involved in one
common cause. 'The repeated and humble petitions of the
people have been wantonly rejected with disdain. The
Prince we once adored has commissioned the instruments
of his hostile oppressions to lay waste our dwellings with fire
and sword, to rob us of our property, and wantonly to stain
the land with the blood of its innocent inhabitants. He has
entered into treaties with the most cruel nations, to hire an
army of mercenaries to subjugate the Colonies to his cruel
and arbitrary purposes. In short, all hopes of an accom-
modation are entirely at an end. A reconciliation has be-
come as dangerous as it is absurd. A recollection of past
injuries will naturally kindle and keep alive the flames of
jealousy. We, your constituents, therefore, think that to
be subject to or dependant on the Crown of Great Britain
would not only be impracticable, but unsafe and dangerous
to the State. The inhabitants of this town, therefore, in
full town-meeting, unanimously instruct and direct you to
give your vote, if the honourable American Congress (in
whom we place the highest confidence under God) should
think necessary for the safety of the United Colonies to
declare them independent on Great Britain, that we, your
constituents, with our lives and fortunes, will most cheerfully
support them in the measure.

Touching the internal policy of this Colony, it has been
found, by long experience, a great charge to a great number
of the towns in the Colony that they have to go to but one
town in each County for the Probate of Wills and the Re-
gister of Deeds. We, your constituents, are of opinion,
that each office would be more to the advantage of the peo-
ple, were they kept in each town, under suitable directions.
Therefore, we, your constituents, instruct you to use your
influence in the General Court to obtain an act enabling
the several towns in this Colony to keep each of said offices
within the limits of the same.

Gentlemen, not doubting your zeal and abilities in the
common cause, and your firm attachment to peace and good
order, and in the same confidence in your sincere attach-
ment to the publick weal, we readily submit all other mat-
ters of publick moment that may require your consideration
to your own wisdom and discretion.

HANOVER, PLYMOUTH COUNTY.

Prymourn, ss:

At a legal Town-Meeting held at Hanover, on the 6th
day of June, 1776, agreeable to a resolve of the honoura-
ble House of Representatives of the Colony of Massachu-
setts-Bay, relative to advising the person or persons who
should represent them in the General Court, whether, that
if the Honourable Congress should, for the safety of the
Colonies, declare them independent of the Kingdom of
Gireat Britain, they, the inhabitants, would solemnly en-
gage, with their lives and fortunes, to support them in the
measure :

Voted, unanimously, To instruct and inform their Re-
presentatives, that if the honourable Congress should, for
the safety of said Colonies, declare them independent of the
Kingdom of Great Britain, that they, the inhabitants, will
engage with their lives and fortunes to support them in the
measure.

TYRINGHAM, BERKSHIRE COUNTY.

Pursuant of a resolve of the House of Representatives
of the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay, passed June 7th, 1776,
the Freeholders and inhabitants of the Town of Tyring-
ham, being duly notified, assembled on Wednesday, the 26th
day of said June, and after deliberately considering the state
of the Colonies with regard to their being any longer subject
to the Kingdom of Great Britain,

Voted, unanimously, That if the honourable Continental
Congress should think fit to declare the Colonies indepen-
dent of the Kingdom of Great Britain, that they, the inha-

bitants of Tyringham, were ready, with their lives and for-
tunes, to support the measure.
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