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Secretary of State must be satisfied that the terms of the
islation are met: there must be an ugequivocal restoration of
ceagefire of August 1994 and Sinn Fein must establish a
itment to exclusively peaceful means and show that they

ide by the democratic process;

wdrde, actions and circumstances would need to be consistent
with any purported restoration of the ceasefire. We would have
td look at the words of any ceasefire declaration: was it
clearly unequivocal and intended to be lasting?

id would also be necessary to have regard to whether any

(including surveillance, targeting and
apons preparation) was continuing;

velopments which were incompatible with an unequivocal
storation of the ceasefire or which would constitute a breach
the Mitchell principles would obviously affect the conclusion
ached. Sufficient time would be needed to ensure that the
quirements of paragraphs 8 and 9 of Command Paper 3232 were

t before Sinn Fein were invited to participate in the
gotiations;

5 3 H H O H QA

ate not convinced that a ceasefire is likely at present. 1In

ny ways, the indications are to the contrary - eg find of
cbmmand wire in Londonderry; ‘

bwever, if a ceasefire were to be declared, would be
Hvantageous for us to have considered how we would respond.

prhaps more important, must avoid being wrong-footed by Sinn
ein or the Irish Government who want us to say Sinn Fein would
brmally join negotiations at once;

[ad

his would be wrong: does not give us sufficient time to assess
pasefire carefully.

0

Know it would cause you problems;
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a contingency, therefore, we have been giving some

a
pheliminary thought as to how to manage the time after a
C
p

sefire declaration in such a way that we can resist the

ssure for immediate entry to negotiations;

at|l an early stage in our thinking on this, but the intention
wduld be to set out a process, to take place over a period of

tjme, which would test Sinn Fein‘s i tions and give time to
'

sde if the credibility of any ceasefire can be demonstrated to

oyr satisfaction;

sych a process might involve, for example, meetings with Sinn
Fdin at official level, followed by Ministerial contact, to test
surances they could give us about the ceasefire. They
uld also deny Sinn Fein the easy propaganda claim that even
after a ceasefire we refused to talk to them;

wé would want an early commitment, not part of the formal
gotiations, to the Mitchell principles;

=)

ttie would mean Sinn Fein were tied down to giving a commitment,
£ér example, to exclusively peaceful means, to total disarmament
F all paramilitaries and to oppose the use or threat of force

o
1
t¢ influence the outcome of negotiations;

mbanwhile of course we would have bilateral or other
chnsultations with the parties to determine how negotiations

cbuld be advanced most constructively;

(23

ere would, therefore, be a significant period of testind- The
RA would have to show consistency of words d actions over a

[

riod. No question of Sinn Fein sitting down with other
rties in negotiations until they have met the criteria and
fficient time has passed;

ihterested to hear your initial thoughts?
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