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TELEPHONE CALL FROM JOHN HUME, 21 MARCH 1996

John Hume telephoned PUS this evening, following the
Prime Minister's statement. Mr Hume began by saying that today
was totally disastrous and was the blackest day he had seen in
25 years. He said that he had had intensive talks with Mr Adams

in America, and thought then that they were close to a restoration
of the ceasefire; this, he continued, had now been lost because of

the effect that the Prime Minister's statement would undoubtedly
have.

2. PUS urged Mr Hume to look at the statement in more detail,
and reflect on the consultation paper. Mr Hume said that he could
not believe that HMG had come up with 'a 110 member Assembly'
which would pass resolutions. PUS again urged Mr Hume to look at

the detail and pointed to the safeguards of a weighted majority
which would be built in by Bill, and the one way valve. Mr Hume
ignored this and asked why the Government had not simply called
all party talks. Mr Hume said that the Unionists had refused to
come to the table and had been rewarded for this; he said that

this seemed to show that the way to deal with HMG was to adopt a
hard line negotiating stance - he contrasted this approach with
the honest and open approach which the SDLP had taken.
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3. Mr Hume had arrived from the USA at lunchtime, and was
clearly very tired. While angry at the start, Mr Hume was not as
difficult as he could have been and the conversation ended on good
terms.
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