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HUHE[ADAHS: BRIEFING DAVID TRIMBLE

Michael|Ancram briefed Dav

id Trimble at lunch time today about the

Hume/Adams text. He gave the text to Mr Trimble for him to read,

but not|retain.

5. Mr|Trimble’s reaction, with rising angexr, was that the text was

"signifngg;;x_gzgjg;ggg” from the briefing the Prime Minister had

given him.

3. He| focussed on two po

ints. First he said that the Prime

Ministet had given him an assurance that there would be an explicit
referenge to the tests set out in paragraph 8 of the Ground Rules.

Michael|Ancram replied that there was an explicit reference to the
need to| meet the requirements of paragraphs 8 and 9 of the Gr
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) Rules Cgmmand Paper. Mr Trimble said that was inadequate and in any
case claimed that it contradicted the earlier statement that "the
British|and Irish Governments agree that, beyond the unquivocal
restoration of the IRA ceasefire, these negotiations are without
pre-conditions." Michael Ancram rejected that analysis.

4. Sedond David Trimble took exception to the first tiret
describing the process to be followed after a ceasefire namely
"peetings with Sinn Fein at various levels to explore with them what
assuran¢es could be given and what confidence building measures
establigshed." Mr Trimble said that while the Prime Minister had
mentioned meetings with Sinn Fein "to explore with them what
assuran¢es could be given" he had not mentioned the issue of
wconfidénce building measures'. Michael Ancram explained that we
saw confidence building measures, in that context, as concerning
things which sinn Fein could do to establish our confidence.
Attenti¥

made it|explicit that confidence building was a two-way street.

n was drawn to the penultimate paragraph of the text which

S. Mr|Trimble was not mollified, flung the paper down and left the
room sa;ing that he would tell the Prime Minister this evening that

the briéfing he had given him last week was not accurate.
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