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SFEECH BY THE sr/cnmnv 0 m, BEW MP
F S A SIR PATRICK MAY.

QC, TO MANCHESTER LUNCHEON FREEMASONS' IALL,

MANCHESTER, 15 NOVEMBER 199

1 will try to look forward o the curren situation in Northern Ireland, t2 give
my appessment of develnpmmu over the next few monthy, always 3 rash '
undertaking. The current negotiations were Isunched on Moodsy 10th June
by the PM and by Mr Bruton, the T-ni*uds. Just five days Iater the IRA
demomtruwd t)mr contempt for the

sess by setting off a bomb in your ity
centre. That attack: wal therefore in i finnl stages of preparation at the very
time when Sinn Fem’l upupcnuﬁvu ore turmng up st the gates of Castle
Bulldiogs at Stomont whmz thc ncgo tions were taking place in 3 publicity
stunt designed to nttuct uttenuon to tHeir exclusion from thic negotintions. As
everybody knows it wu 2 gren mercy bobody wap killed in that attack on your
centre, hut T know lt aﬂected all the businesses, for example within 3/4 mile of
the Arndale (‘cutrc. l -ho know that the IRA managed to injure many

innocent citizens of Mlnchuur that d y going sbout their Jawful business-

WY

it 'ﬂ&

another chnrntgr will'

{Sageathh el 4
“And we shonld be lmu'I tlmt cvm ::}le physical wounds besl, those scars of
_m. Peop canght on the strects that Saturday
suffer in other wm tﬁw s )’'m .'9 om reminded in moving letters from

ey b 4
members of the pubhc vﬂmy bave been icaught i in outrages of that kind in the

past. As lor the nuunll }a;;luge éau , well it was of course very great sud
;t’s taken a Jong time cven to make #n. the area in the immediate vicinity of
the bomb blast. 1 was up there s few eeks ago and saw the enormous
progress that has been made . It has pressed me enormously but what
impressed me most was the moruou civic spirit and pride that has been
displayed here by the puple snd by ¢ busiuesses and by those who represent
civic Jife bere in Manchester. You bave demonstrated a determinstion not just
10 return 1o normality but to seize th¢ opportunity that this outrage presented
snd build a new and better city for : next millenniom, 1 was intevested to
hear aboot the competition to redesign the Arndale Centre, the winner of '

which was recently snnounced and I've been tremendously impressed by all
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Ne signs of rebuilding over the city. | u‘l quite » Jot of thoee when ] wA8 here
ke B (ew weeks ago. The renpening of M & Sihn been widely reported PVt Here
are numerous other stories of businesses pjcking thempelves uP which deserve

an equal mention.

eople thronghout this

“And 1 think it’s part of that invincible spiri which our P
oss the Irish Scw,

country, by which 1 also include that part our country 8¢T
slwrys show when faced with this kind of yttack. And 1 want to say to You this
on behslf of the Government, the Govern { ¢ will pot be deflocted by vislerce
or the threat of violence from its declsred fourse. We will continue t0 help the
politicisns and the people of Northern Ir d to achieve 8 just and enduring

settiement and it is to that issue that]

pow like to turn. The current

tniks process started in 1991, following di

partics in Northorn Ircland ond the Irish Goverpment. MY
s able to establish 8 basis for

predecessor Poter

Brooke whom X owe 50 much to this day,
formoal talks: all the parties imvolved accepted that discussio
main relationships or sets of relntionships | those hetween Northern Ireland

including the relationship between new inbtitutions there and the Westminster
Parlinment; those relstionsbips between orthern Ircland and the Republic of

ns must focus 0D 3

Yreland and those between the two Govergments. It is common ground
Detween all the parties that bope of achicvjng 9 REW broadly bascd apreement
rests on finding 3 way to give sdequste expression to the totality of those three
relationships. Well those talks made progress, they ended jnconclusively, in
1992. Whilc they didn’t secure overnil agteement, we did identify the key

isswes ins ench of the 3 strands of relationships which are being built on now in

the current negotiations.

“Since then, with much pstient work, the irisb and British Governments have
built up 2 common approach, based on rejection of violence, oo the
principle of democracy snd conseat. A number of documents eg the Joint
Declaration of 1994, the framework docathent of 1995 and & number of

Communiques issned since then way to that, In Aungust 1994 there
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Fcbruary of this yesr.? Is the Driﬁih
claim to achicve victory. it io support pu
deliberately to stall any proopm of prog

excluding

is our objective to -:huve s defolt Wer prTOrism-

menns by which vmlence nd conﬂict

“We believe that the nnly bum for th!l nd the only W&t
ethods

the part of all. Our objective,
sme. Oar objective is that the

shall reach » comprehensive

negotintion on the basis of exclusively p ceful m
conumitment to the dmdmﬁ process g
{herefore, is not 0 impose a particulsr ¢
people of Northero Ircland, with our belp,
agreement with » democyatic and peaceful legacy

place a process of negotistion
History will show that ﬂu IRA made a fragic,

““““

wicked mistake when tluy abnudonul
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<ss in the hope of permmncntly

Sinn Fein? Well the answer an empbatic “00

u be permsnently ended.

g which cap deliver just such sn outcome. |
fundamental and of course

heir censefire just when it became

» though of course it

Our objective is to find &

y forward is real
and an abiding

=

(7). We now have, at Last, in
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“Throughout the ceascfire, we tried to find  busis for negotiations.
Throughout the ceascfire we showed real Nléxibility and took many politica)
risks. Those risks were justifiecd: but they were not reciprocsted. Now we
have such a basis - snd the negotiations ha }e started.

“Sinn Fein say thcy belicve that resl negotigtions are the only way forward. T
agree. The basis for real negotintions is already there. What is required for
Sinn Fein to join them is an unequivocal regtoration of the IRA ceascfire.
They must establish their commitment to exclusively peaceful methods and

show that they abide by the democratic propess. Deeds as well as words will be
nceded. J¢ is for them to find them. Peopleiof goodwill all over the world trust

they will.

“In a speech last night Sian Fein’s Martin McGuinness, after some stale and
predictable criticism of the Government, sef out his party’s approach to the
~ Talks process. -
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%“Mﬂﬂin McGuinness says the Talks muft be inclusive, We agree that they
should be inclusive of all parties which make the necessary commitment to vely

on peaccfnl and democratic procedures

“Miartin McGuinncss says that decomm|ssioning must, without blocking

progress, be doalt with to the satisfaction of wil the participants in the process
of negotintions. We spy the way forwwrd is for decommissioning 10 take pince |

building on the rocks of democracy an sonsent.

“He invites the two Governments, Britiph and Jrish, to take the lead in
providing the dynamic in pursuit of an accommodntion between the people of
thesc islands. He points (o 8 wide-ranging agends includiog the development
of arrangements and structures which ust afford to ali, as the Taociseach snid,

secore and sativfactory expression sud otection in all spheres of public life.
That is what we have been doing in allthe steps J bave deseribed: including |
the Joint Declaration, the Frameworks for the Futurc and the painstaking

laying of the foundations for the Talks{process now under way.

“Finnlly Martin McGuinoess nid tha
forward. We agree wholcheartedly. And that wust mean dependably

repudiating the bomb and the buBct spd establishing a definitive commitment
to peaceful methods.

rea) nepotiations are the only way

“I'he dismay and the outrage in No Ireland in particular caused by the
ending of the IRA ceascfire in February is impossible to exaggerate.
Condepmation has bees worldwide a§ well. All who uphold democracy and

frecdom are agreed that there is no justification for terrorismw. The IRA
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- 2 ‘ | €Annot rescrve the ommn of violence to bé used as Mr Broton obsesved &3 and
when it is deemcd polmcllly ugcful. 'l'ha is not an option that they can

reserve. 1 also agree with Mr Bruton’s observations that the Ropublican
movemeat a3 8 whole must choose betwesn violence and demosratic politics?
The IRA contioue to try to portray themgelves a8 victims of British
oppression or colopislism”. Again, ac thé Taoisench said in the same speech
fondamentally the Republicsn movement appears unable to reconcile itself

with tbe fact that the British presence in Treland is not the British Avmy or
State but » million !lmonuu ]t num, I)e snid, that they canpot within their
analysis sddress Unionist eoncms oth lillm with a framework which they |
know Usionists cannot acupt. The negqtiations which are currently taking
pince in Northern lrclnul bmm polmr-l partics elected for that purpose
provide the only acccpubla nnd prlctu#blc means of resolving differences snd

achieving 8 mﬂement.

“] know that many lookmg st thé current all-party negotiations from a
distance felt and puhaps contimue to dissppointment that faster progress
has not been made. But first the negotiptions sre bappening and have been
happening since 10 June, the date sct the Governments in their
Communique of 28 Fcbrunry Spcmd the important rules of procedure were
apreed and within six werlu in the pr ious talks in 91/92 that took several
months. These rules provide the com chensive operative framework that the
taiks necded. That in itself is 8 significpnt achievement and those talks are |
going on. 1 never speak of optimism o7 of pessimism each of them is sn
iryational phenomenon: what J think of importance is whetber there arc
sensible rationa) grounds for bope. e pegotiations represent such grounds.

“Well 3 word or two in conclusion or gimost in conclusion, about the security
situstion. 1preface it by saying that there does therefore exist a route into the
talks for Sinp Fein should they chom to take it but we will continuc pursuing
those responsible for ontrages like thd Manchester bombing, we will ensure the
security forces have the powers, have the resources that they need to tackie the

) |
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terrorist threat, co-ordination among {e various apencies in the UK and
* mutual co-operation between our i ational partners 50 the best that tBEY
" have cver been. Evidence of this includgs the recent major arns find by the
Gardn Siochana in Ireland , the extradition of the Maze escaper Jimmy Smyth
from San Francisco and the prompt wark by the German authoritics io
paming their suspects l‘nr tlu Osnabriék bomb. In London 8 joint operstion

successfally frustrated 8 smmu and i ptoui ent terrorist attack of a force of
l“jive or explosives in proparation wAS

at wap uged with guch devastating cffect

tb and destruction these

around 10 tonnes of home-made explo

found - that's four times the amouat

here in Manchester. You can only gueps at the dea
materials would otherwise have inflictéd- There is 00 doubt thesc successcs

will have deslt a significant blow to th JRA’s capabilitics in Great Britain.
the threst of bombs in citics whether in

 ' away. But 1 eon tcll you that there isno
Iack of realism in thnt re;nrd at -ll wifhin the Government nor smong, those
who cerry the henvy burden of protec}ing the public from terrorist crime. The

vast majority of people in NI want to ive in peace with their neighbours. They
ith the thrent of terrorism hanging over

don’t went another geacration 1o live

them.

ister and Forcign Minister of the
, the IRA has continved to ignore the

“Ay Mr Spring, the dcpuiy !'rim
Republic of Ireland rcunﬂy observ
wish of the clesr nujonty of Repub ikans and of an overwbelming majority of
peopie as » wholc for an immediate rpstoration of their ceasefire. And that 1
belicve to be profoundly true. The t to the UK is not & divisible one,
pobody can justifiably claim: *well it's im Manchester 30 it doesn’t affect us in
Leeds or in Bradford,” No one in E Aland can justifiably claim 2 bomb in
Belfast is of no significance to dmn The threat is 8 common one to us Al and
a9 such it unites us i » common resplve. Brnldng that coxumon resolve, of
course, is what the IRA would wish fo sce. Well it is not going to happen. We
shall go on with dogged paticnco an firm resolve slong our charted conrse.
That is the way tranquillity can conje to Northern Ircland and 1 think it will
come 10 Northern Ircland and that is the tay in which a true and lasting peace
can be underpivned.

1 g
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