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b, The Irish are taking an increasingly tough line about the possibility of a time
delay before Sinn Fein could be treated like the other parties. They believe

strongly that their proposed approach is the right one: in their view, Sinn Fein

should be invited to Stormont to swear allegiance to the Mitchell principles.
Thereafter, the chairmen would go into bilateral mode with all the parties. This

would produce an effective gap in the talks proper during which Sinn Fein/IRA

intentions could be weighed up.

. We have told them clearly that this will not do, since Sinn Fein would clearly
be in the talks immediately after a ceasefire. That will simply not run
politically here. We have suggested instead that we would want to take time to

weigh up a new ceasefire, that it would be for Sinn Fein/IRA to persuade us of
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