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CONFIDENTIAL

John e MP MEP
1 November 1996

When we met on Tuesday, I said I would let you ha a clear

respons o the text you gave ug on 10 October.

Through u the time we have discugged thee mattere, I have

had two c ncerne First, the IRA' B mur roug actiong on the

ground, d what we know of their fut e plang, are wholly

incompa i>le with what you tell me Mr Adams' readinegg to

guarant e a permanent ceagefire ediately following a

Gove t statement which, as u know, can only repeat

existi policy ?0Bitions B gecondly, I am determined

that t peace ptocegs ghoul continue because that iB what

the pe le of N0Fthern Ire and want and deserve. so Sinn

Féin c still join the gotiation6/ if there iB a genuinely

unequi cal restoratio of the IRA ceasefire, but each

atroci the IP..A comm B means the credibility gap to be

bridge that muc wider.

All th evidence eaching me suggests the IRA are intent on

war, n t peace. This whole exercigæ could simply be a

cynica tacti 1 manoeuvre deliberately designed to distract

us all from aking real progress in the talks, if necessary

withou Sin Féin. If that ie go, am determined it will

not Bu ce rt iB now for Mr Adam , to show that he iB

seriou out this initiative by getting out clearly the

termg d circumstanceg in which an IRA ceasefire would be

declar d.
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Ae I ha e repeatedly made clear, I vill not negotiate
Governm nt policy in exchange for a ceasefire — that would
be to a peace Violence. All along, 1 have said I will Btick
strictl Co what iB existing Government policy ag set out on
the pub ic record. The text you gave me on 10 October
departB from exiBting Government policy, BO I cannot accept
it. Th text attached doeG reflect Government policy and we

would d fend it ag ouch .

Mr Adam annot continue to play games with words while the

IRA i ectIy threatening the liveg of men and women 
for

whom I responsible. If he is genu- e about geeking a

ceaeefi e, thiB text provideg the rancee about exiBting

Governm nt policy which he sought. is now for Mr Ada-me

to deli er on hi? promise.

So that there can be no misunderstanding, I want to get out

clearly how we would respond if a ceasefire were declared.

Followi g the Lisburn attack, it iB impossible to think of

Sinn Fé n entering negotiations immediately a ceasefire iB

declare It would be Been aB naive in the extreme to take

no time to en8ure that actione on the ground and all the

circumg anceg were conaistent with the words of a declared

ceasef That iB well understood by both the Irish and US

Gove ntG

Incont ertible evidence that the IRA had abandoned

violen for good would Becure Sinn Féin'B rapid entry into

the ne oyiations . We would in any case be ready to meet

Sinn F in to explore the nature OE the ceaeefire, what

assura ces could be given and confidence building measures

egtabl shed. For Sinn Féin to join th negotiations, they

would 1 0 need to be brought up to ga e with progress so

far. e thinge gtand now it iB diff •c It to see that a firm

judgem nt could be reached, and Sin4 F in brought
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ufficiently up to speed with progress, to enable Sinn Féin
to join the  negotiations before ve expect they will adjourn
around 11 December for 4  weeke or so over Christmas. But it

to Sinn Pein and the IRA 
to convince us  othervise by

is open

their verds and actions.
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