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When we|met on Tuesday, I said I would let you havé a clear

Irespons Fo the text you gave us on 10 October.”

Through put the time we have discussed thes,e/'matters, I have
had two| concerns. First, the IRA’s mur9é%ous actions on the
ground, | and what we know of their future plans, are wholly
incompafible with what you tell me is Mr Adame’ readiness to
quarantpe a permanent ceasefire i@médiately following a
Gover: nt statement which, as yéh know, can only repeat
existinfy policy positions. Buf, secondly, I am determined
peace process should continue because that is what

that t

the people of Northern IreYand want and deserve. So Sinn
Féin can still jbin the pégotiations| if there is a genuinely
unequivocal restbratiog/Sf the IRA ceasefire, but each
atrocitly the IRA commiés means the credibility gap to be

bridged is that much/wider. 5
: il

evidence feaching me suggests the IRA are intent on

All the

war, nqt peace.,/ This whole exercise could simply be a
cynical tacticdl manoeuvre deliberaiely designed to distract
us all|from making real progress in the talks, if necessary
without Sinxd Féin. 1If that is 80, I am determined it will
not sug¢ceed. It is now for Mr Adamh to show that he is
seriou out this initiative by setting out clearly the

/
terms @nd circumstances in which an IRA ceasefire would be

declared.

oA
CONFIDENTIAL
CT/TPUY2563 3

ll'l[l[l'llll',’llll"l[lllllllIlzrlu|........‘



L, aEEmmm—m— i
No. 1445 . 4/14

1.Nov.1996 :
19:58 S 05 S PRIVATE OFFICE 1712106722
CONFIDENTIAL

AS I have Tepeatedly made clear, I will not negotiate
‘ Governmgnt Policy in exchange for a ceasefire — that would
be to appease Violence. All along, I have said I will stick
| Strictly to what is existing Government policy as set out on
; the public recorqd. The text you gave me on 10 October
departs |[from existing Government policy, so I cannot accept
it. Th¢ text attached does reflect Government policy and we

would defend it as such.

1.y

annot continue to play games with words while the

Mr Adam
IRA is qi ectly threatening the lives of men and women for
whom I r;eeponsible. If he is genu%ne about seeking a

ceasefife, this text provides the assvranceﬂ about existing
Government policy which he sought. It is now for Mr Adams
to deliyer on his promise.

{

there can be no misunderstanding, I want to set out
how we would respond if a ceasefire were declared.
g the Lisburn attack, it is impossible to think of
in entering negotiations immediately a ceasefire is
It would be seen as naive in the extreme to take

So that
clearly
Followi

to ensure that actions on the ground and all the

no time
circumstances were consistent with the words of a declared
ceasefifre. That is well understood by both the Irish and US

1 ‘ i i
overtible evidence that the IRA had abandoned
for good would secure Sinn Féin’s rapid entry into

We would in any case be ready to meet

ld be given and confidence building measures

assuramnces cou
shed. For Sinn Féin to join the negotiations, they

fléo need to‘be brought up to da e with progress so
far. As things stand now it is difficylt to see that a firm
in brought

judgemgnt could be reached, and sinnJF
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ﬁ enable Sion Féin
uc%"l! up to speed with progress. *O o 1 adjours
‘o e GEpOCt they wil
join|the negotiations before chrivtmas. put it

po over

around |1 Decembar for ¢ weeks OF “Mm.,,
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