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tt d for democratic ratification through referendumee North andSouth.

Th proepects for BUccees in these negotiations will obvioualy
be much greater if they take place in a peaceful environment. The
loyal iG ceasefire has made an important contribution. It made it
poesibl for the loyalist parties to join the negotiations They
are nov playing their part in shaping Northern Ireland 'B future, as
I ackno ledged when I met their leaders in July.

on er the legislation setting up the talkB, if there was an

unequiv cal reetoration of the IRA ceaeefire of August 1994, Sinn

Féin wo Id be invited to nominate a team to join the negotiations

In the light of recent events, unless there were some

incontr vertible developments supporting it, a dependable judgement

that) an restoration was indeed genuinely unequivocal could not be

t once. Each atrocity deepens the credibility gap which

Fé mugt address. Much would turn on whether words, actions

and ail the circumstances were consistent with the declared

ceasefi e. For example, whether or not any paramilitary activity,

includi g surveillance, targetting and weapong preparation,

continu d would be relevant. Sufficie t time would be taken to

ensure hat a well founded judgement* could be made.

B ond the unequivocal restoration of the IRA ceasefire, the

Britis and IriBh Governments are agveed thag theee negotiations are

wit ou preconditiong.

I is equally clear that, to be BUCCeBBfUI, the negotiations

must b baBed on exclusively democratig and peaceful means. There

mug b no recourge to the threat (actual or implied) or use of

-2-
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v olenc or coercion so, on entering the negotiations, 
each

partici ant neede to make clear their total and absolute 
comnitment

to the rinciples of democracy and non—violence get out 
in the

Report f the International Body chaired by Senator 
George

Mitchel . The partieg in the talks have all done just 
that already.

Th range of Iggueg on which an overall 
agreement will depend

meane at the negotiations will be on the basis 
of a comprehensive

agenda. This be adopted by agreement. Each 
participant

be able to raiee any significant issue of concern to 
them, and to

receive a fair hearing for those congerng, without 
thig being

subject to the veto of any other party. Any agpect can be raised,

includi g constitutional issues and other matter which any party

conside s relevant. No negotiated outcome iB either 
predetermined

or excl ded in advance or limited by anything other 
than the need

for agr ement .
v,

Am ng the crucial issues iB deconmi65ioning. So the opening

plenary vill addresg the International Body's proposals on

decommi Bioning of illegal arms. In their report, the International

Body ga d the parties ghould consider an approach under which some

decommi 6ioning would take place duræg the process of all—party

negotia ions. We and the Irish Government gupport thiB compromise

approac . Agreement needs to be reached on how to take it forward,

80 that the process of decommi6Bioning is seen as a block to

progres in the negotiations, but can be uaea to build confidence

one ate at a time during them. So both Governments have already

said th y will be looking for the commitment of all participants to
work co Btructively during the negotiations to implement all aspects
of the nternational Body's report.

I egeential that all participants negotiate in good faith,
serioug y address all areas of the agreed agenda and make every
effort o reach a comprehengive agreement. For their part, the two

cr/TPU 5635
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vovernm ntB are conunitted to ensure that all iteng on Che

compreh nsive agenda are fully addregged. They vill do go

themsel 'ith a view to overcoming 
any 

owtacleg 
Which nay 

arige.

Fo our part, we are wholly conmitted to upholding our

respons ility to encourage, facilitate and enable agreement over a

period ough the negotiationg. This must be based on Eun respect

for the rights and identitieo of both traditiono, We want to gee

peace, tability and reconciliation 
establiBhed by agreement.

We are also determined to gee these negotiationg through

guccegs ully, ag speedily as p05gib1e. 
Thig i5 in 

line with the

hopee a d agpirationg of people in both the United Kingdom and the

Iri5h R public. Thege have already given momentum to a procegg

which w 11 alvayg have difficulties. 
we will 

encourage the adoption

by the articipantg of an agreed indicative timeframe for the

conduct of the negotiations, We have already propoged that a

plenary meeting should be held in December to take stock Of progress

in the egotiationg as a whole. The two Govermnent6 will also

review rogreBB at regular interva16p Progresg in the negotiations

vill be reviewed again in May 1997, before we 
decide whether or not

to exte d the forum' B one—year life which expireg then.

Me while we are committed to FaiBing confidence, both through
the tal g and through a range of other measures alongside them. The

Interna ional Body' B report itself proposes a process of mutual

confide ce—building.

S ve will continue to pureue gocial and economic policies
based the principles of equality of opportunity, equity oftreatm t and parity of esteem irrespective of political, culturalor rel ' doug affiliation or gendem We gupport, vith equal respect,the v 'ed cultural traditions of both communities. We are algocommit d to developing policing arrangements 80 that the policegervic ghould enjoy the support of the entire community.
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