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IN RESPONSE TO IRA PESTORING

1. I V Icome the Statument by the IRA regtoring the ceasefire, andthat fr m the President of Sinn Féin [vith a renewed conunitment to
pursue, through a political precess, a just and lagting
Bettiem nt. J [I welcome the indications that thig ceaeefire iB

intende to be permanent/irrevocable/to last for ever/the

expreBB ong of regret/the commitment to a democratic and 
peaceful

process J

2. FOE our part, we hope that thiB ceage ire repregentg 
a decigive

repudia ion of violence, recogniaing that it cannot 
succeed, and

that we can move to inclusive negotiatione to achieve a 
new

beginni g for relationghips within Northe Ireland, within the

island f Ireland and between the peppies of these islands 
• For our

part, e Government wiu do all our power to bring 
about BUCh a

getti nt and establish the lasting peace which all the 
people of

Northe Ireland hbpe for and desfrve.

3. At his time our particular thoughtB are with those who have

needle sly Buffered at the hands of the IRA's futile violence over

the pa 9 months. violence hag achieved nothing except to harden

attitu es and set back the cauæ of peace. It is more clear than

ever t at peace can only be hilt on the basis of exclusively

peacef methods and the democratic proceBB.

4, Vn er the legiBIation getting up the Talks, if there iB an

unequi ocal restoration of the IRA ceagefire of August 1994, Sinn

Féin i to be invited to nominate team to jpin the negotiations.

In the light of recent events, , unlesg there are some
incont overtible developmentB gupporting it, a dependable judgement

that t e reef-oration of the ceasefire is indeed genuinely

unequi ocal cannot be formed at once. We have made clear that we

vill n ed to consider whether words, actions and all the
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rcume anceg are consistent with the declared 
ceasefire. [Eor

example Whether or not any paramilitary activity, 
including

surveil ance, targeting and veapong preparation, 
continued would be

relevan J [We Shall take gufficient time 
to engure 

that a well

founded judgement can be made. J

5. e Taoigeach hag gaid, it for ginn 
Féin and the IRA 

to

perguad otherB that a ceasefire iB for 
real [and it 

iB for Sinn

Féin to egtabligh commitment to exclugively 
peaceful methods 

and

shov th t they abide by the democratic 
process. J

6. We ope that their worde and action 
vill quickly 

convince ug

that th B is go.

7• We Ian to meet as goon as pog61bIe the 
leaderg of the main

Northe Iffland political parties, an the loyalists, 
to coneider

the imp ica •ons of the ceasefire announcement,

8. We Iso wigh to meet the Irish G ve 
ent to share assessments

of the ev ituation.

9 • The eaf?er Minister6 will be reagy, after 
initial preparatory

contac at official level, to meet s'nn Féin.

10. Th pur?0Be will be to explore the flature of the ceasefire, what

aggur eg gan be given and confidence uilding measures

egtabl' hed If ginn Féin are to jo+n he negotiations, they will

also n d t be brought up to speed YitF progress 80 fam Our hope

tha Sinfl Féin will help to estab+i6>, as goon ag iB appropriate,

that i wou d be right for them to be rought into the Talks process .

11. It • B clear that, to be guccesgful, the negotiations must be

baaed ex lugively democratic and peaceful means. There mugt be
no rec urge to the threat, actual or implied, or use of violence or
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So, on entering the negotiations, Sinn Féin, like-the
icipantB, 

need to make clear their total and abeolutet to the principlee of democracy and non—violence Bet out
port of the International Body chaired by Senator George
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