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Adams and

- British open

ceasefire talks

THE Sinn Fein leader Gerry
Adams and the British
government have opened up
ncgotlations in an efforr 0
estadlish accoprable terms for
the renewal of the RA's 1994
ceaseflre. The Sunday Tribune
has leamead

The SOLP leader John
Hume has. for uver a week
been acting as the intermed-

" jary between the Bitish and

the repudlicans and is under-
stnod (o have carmed scveral
drafts of a statement which
would be published by the
Bridsh outlining the ceasefire
ronditions..

Adams is believed Lo be act-
ing with the full knowledge
and approval of the [RA's rul-
ing Army Council

It is undersiood that the
Initlative, whith bas been
underway since mid-October,
was suggesied by the Sinn
Fein leader, The Dublin
government, while aware of
the walks and thelr progress.
is playing a secondary role in
what may turn out to be rthe
most serious effort ro restore
the IRA’S censation since st
broke down last Februasy.

At the hearr of this ¢ffort Is
an afcetipr 1 draft a stare-
went undet which bot)) the
RA aud the British govern
ment could shelter yer still
dairg rher conflicting de-
mands have been met,

According to well-informed
sources the Bricish have told
Hume, and through him
Adams and the IRA. thar this
Infuative will be pursued by
them to its end. At the same
ume the width of the gap
between the two sides is saill
sufficiently large to allow
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.only cautious optimism
amongst the particpants

The republicans want im-
mediate entry iato the Stof:
faont taks as the very basic
quid pro quo for a ceasefire. It
appears that Adams is also
sceking language in the Brit-
ish statement which could
tueet Sinn Fein's other de-
mands on a timeframe for the
alky

The British, on the other
hand, have signalled that
while they would be ready (o
use less offensjve language in
any statement, there would
be no change in policy. As
curtently articulated by the
Bridsh premier, John Major,
this means that the IRA
would have to use “more than
soft words® w convince Him
and his cabinet colleagues

[n accordance with this the
British are saying that If the
[RA will not use the word
‘permanent’ to describe the
new cessalion then therc
should be a three-month
wafting period before Sinn
Feln could join the Stormont
talks. The Brirish also want an
end to [RA punishmenr at-
tacks during chis period ag «
sign ofthe IRA's bona fides,

Although the wim of the
three-way initiative s w ger
an [RA ceasefire in place be-
fore Christnas chere are
many problems still unre
solved not least how to pre
vent a unfonist wallour from
Stormont.

There are also conflicting
ngnulls on the ground, Not
only is the IRA apparently

-—

“

reparing targets and
r‘;ﬂu&ns as ff its war is about
to be fully tesumed, the Lis-
bum IRA bombing suggests
need to deal with grassroots
unease. A need thar conflcts
with the fdea thag the leader-
ship could casily deliver a

ceasefire.
Meanwhile. sources in both
Belfast and Dublin fnsist that
there is accurate security in-
formation suggesting that
the JRA is indeed preparing o
hold a General Army Con-
vention. The niysrery, how:
ever. is the agenda for the

meeting, only rhe third since

the Provisional IRA came into
being {n 1969.

The agenda suggested by
TN reports — that the meet.
ing will discuss the scale of
future violence and a strategy
to unite the movement —
seerns unlikely. These are
strategic and tactical maiters
that would normally be left ro
the IRA leadership.

A General Army Con-
vention has certain lunsted
and well deseribed functions.
Nne w w change the JRA'g
constirurion, something no
une sUEEests is on the ¢anis.
The othat i§ to raufy “the con-
cluson of peace”

Most relfable estimares of
Uic republican mwood casr
doubr on the ability of the [RA
leadership to win such a vote
In present clreumstances

The third main funcuon
performed by the convention
is to elect a new [RA Bxecu-
tive. the 12-person body
which appoints the member-
thip of rthe Army Council,
Whoever controls the [RA
Exécurive controls the (RA

1 49/NO. 1480, 12300

PAGE 5

i

page |



