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FROM: W A JEFFREY
DATE: 13 November 1996

LORD PRESIDENT

NORTHERN IRELAND 
BILL

You are chairing a meeting tomorrow afternoon at 5.45pm about theNorthern Ireland Decommissioning Bill.
2.

resolve is whether the Bill should be
The main question to 

extended to Great Britain. This was the subject of the NorthernIreland Secretary's minute of 1 November to the Prime Minister,which is the main paper for tomorrow's meeting. Having consultedother colleauges, including the Home Secretary, sir PatrickMayhew concluded that the balance of argument was againstextending the Bill to Great Britain, and that the Great Britainaspects should be treated as a separate exercise in slower time.

3. John Holmes' letter of 4 indicated that the Prime
Minister remained less %than wholly convinced that the
difficulties in the way of extending the Bill to Great Britain
were as great as had been suggested, and had asked you to chair
the meeting which will take place tomorrow.

4. In the meantime, given the reservations expressed by the
Prime Minister, officials have had another look at what would be
involved if the Bill were to extend to the whole of the United
Kingdom. I attach a paper which the Northern Ireland Office have
prepared (necessarily in haste) following a meeting of officials
earlier this week.

5. Essentially, the dilemma is this:

The Bill provides a statutory framework in which a
decommissioning scheme would be set. It does not

create the scheme itself.

If (as the defensive lines which have so far been

drafted assume) the Government's position is that, at

some point in the future, decommissioning must and

will extend to the mainland, it is hard to explain why

the Bill's overarching statutory framework does 
not

provide for that.
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the implications of this for the Prime Minister' s 
and

the Northern Ireland Secretary's desire to have 
the

Bill on the Statute Book before Christmas.

9. I am copying this minute to the private secretaries 
to the

Prime Minister, the Home Secretary, the Chief Secretary 
to the

Treasury, the Northern Ireland Secretary, the Minister 
without

Portfolio, the Lord Privy Seal, the Scottish Secretary, 
the Chief

Whip (Commons) , the Chief Whip (Lords) , the Attorney 
General and

the Lord Advocate, and to Sir Robin Butler, First 
Parliarnentary

Counsel and Colin Budd.

W JEFFREY
Economic and Domestic Affairs Secretariat
Tel e. 270 0189
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