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Meanwhile, we are approaching the crunch on the initiative itself. Hume rang

me late this afternoon to say that he had seen Adams again. Adams had been

upset by the weekend leak, which had made things more difficult, but was

determined to press on. He had repeated that, if you would make the statement

in the latest text Hume had given us, the IRA would announce an unequivocal

ceasefire.

On the issue of "permanence", Adams had not given Hume a written text, but

had said that he was "taking to the IRA" a passage for their statement along the

lines that: "They believe that the Prime Minister's statement provides a basis for

an ending of the conflict and lasting peace". But this was on the assumption

that the text of your statement was as last given to us by Hume.
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