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EXPLANATORY AND FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM
The Bill makes provision in relation to the decommissioning of firearms,ammunition and explosives in Northern Ireland, having regard to theguidelines on the modalities of decommissioning contained in the Report ofthe International Body (22 January, 1996).

Clause I defines the term "decommissioning scheme" for the purposes ofthe Bill. and provides for the proof of a scheme in legal proceedings.
Clause 2 requires that the period during which firearms, ammunition andexplosives may be dealt with in accordance with a decommissioning scheme(the "amnesty period") must be identified in the scheme, and deals with its

duration, conferring power on the Secretary of State to extend the maximum
duration for periods of up to 12 months, until five years after Royal Assent.

Clause 3 requires a decommissioning scheme to make provision for one
or more specified ways of dealing with firearms, ammunition and
explosives, while allowing the scheme to make pr'oVision also for others.

Clause 4 provides for an amnesty from prosecution for those acting in

accordance with a decommissioning scheme in respect of offences specified
in the Schedule, and enables the Secretary of State by order to add or
remove any offence.

Clause 5 provides that a decommissioned article, or information derived
from it, as well as evidence of anything done and of any information

obtained in accordance with a decommissioning scheme shall be

inadmissible in criminal proceedings. The restriction does not apply to the

admission of evidence on behalf of the accused, nor to proceedings for an

offence alleged to have been committed with an article which had been

decommissioned at the time the offence was committed.

Clause 6 prohibits certain forensic tests and procedures in relation to

decommissioned articles. Tests and procedures for safety and verification

purposes are excluded from the prohibition, as are tests and procedures in

connection with the investigation of an offence alleged to have been

committed after an article has been decommissioned.

Clause 7 makes provision about a Commission as mentioned in the report

of the International Body and provides the Secretary of State with power by

order to confer on the Commission the legal capacities of a body corporate,

and on it, its members and servants and members of their families who form

part of their households certain privileges and imrnunities. The clause also

makes provision about payment to the Commission and its members, and

about premises and staff.
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Clause 8 provides that the Secretary of State's expenses incurred in
connection with a decommissioning scheme or in cormection with the
Commission shall be paid out of money provided by Parliament.

Financial effects and effect on public service manpower

The provisions of the Bill will have no significant new effect on public

service manpower. The effect on public service expenditure will depend on

the detailed decommissioning arrangements in due course put in place.

Business compliance cost assessment

There are no cost implications for business.
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ARRANGEMENT OF CLAUSES

Clause

l. Decommissioning scheme.

2. Duration of decommissioning scheme.

3. Methods of decommissioning.

4. Amnesty.
5. Evidence.

6. Testing decommissioned articles.

7. The Commission.
8. Expenses.
9. Interpretation.

10. Short title and saving.

SCHEDULE:—

Offences Covered by the Amnesty.
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