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at the time. There appeared to be general acceptance 
that there

could be no question of electoral pacts in the absence 
of a

ceasefire. In the political affaire debate, it wag 
notable that

many speakers directed their fire at Sinn Fein, rather 
than the

British government.

Party Leader's Speech

2. Mr Hume's speech covered familiar ground, but wag 
livelier in

content and more convincingly delivered than last year's. 
Hume

began with a long exposition of the SDLP's role in the peace

process, concentrating on his own dialogue with Gerry Adams. 
Hume

claimed that he had presented Adame with a first draft of 
what

became the Downing Street Declaration ag early as October 1991.

Mr Hume characterised the drafting of the Joint Declaration as the

first stage in the peace process. The second stage, inclusive

talks - had not yet materialised:

"Tragically anå unfortunately the second stage of the peace

process, the alluparty talks, did not take place as soon as we

expected. Indeed after 18 months they had not commenced and

the IRA ceasefire broke down leading to the loes Of more

innocent human lives. Historians will judge the reasons for

the delay by the British Government in starting the all-party

talks but it is my own strong conviction that had they started

soon after the ceagefire that we would have lasting peace by

now. However, there is no point in developing argument on that

subject. Let higtory judge it but let all of us with

responsibility, do all in our power to have the ceasefire

restored and have the current Talks take place in a totally

peaceful atmosphere between all parties, including Sinn Fein,

involved. I believe that the Prime Minister, John Major, wants

to gee that happen, that he wante to achieve lasting peace in
our country and that hig Government can achieve it by

TALKS/2723/LJ
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15. On education, Michael Äncram wag a target for criticism over
his re-organisation plane for the Educational and Library Boards,
while DOE came under criticism for the inactivity of the Planning

Agency in executing new Area Plans, and for not upgrading roads in

the South East and North West .

CornmenC

16. Following the acrimonious public row at last year' g Conference

over the issue of an electoral pact with Sinn Fein, it was clear

that the party wanted this year to present ag united a front as

poseible. The electoral pacts issue was therefore digcusged in

private session on the Sunday morning.

17. Despite media hype the issue was never going to have the game

resonanceg as last year. The timing, but more important, the

context was wrong. In abgence of an IRA ceasefire the issue was to

some extent, academic . It was clear that delegates were determined

not to demonstrate the divisions of a year ago and, consequently,

were intent on voting for the issue to be passed back to the party

Executive for decigion in the circumstances at the time . If there

were a ceasefire, no matter how deeply felt the desire to oust

Willie McCrea ag MP for mid-Ulster, the majority would not wish that

to happen at the expense of any of the four sitting MP3 ,

18. generally, the party delegates did not have to look far for

common cause . There wag general agreement that I-WIG had mishandled

the 18 month ceasefire and, that they and the RUC had given in to

mob rule at Drumcree, One delegate - admittedly an eccentric - even

suggested that the protestors at Drumcree and at the road blocks

should have been 'put down' by the Army. The perception of

Government inaction on paradeg between the summer of 1995 and 1996

was also widely criticised.

19. rt was notable, however, that most criticism on the political

situation as a whole was reserved for Sinn Fein and the IRA'

1 CT ED
TÄLRS/2723/LJ

7dO OIN 60 966VAON



υ

οΙΗΕ

-H

2
ΙΗ

-HE
>

$
-4

o
Ο

ιηω
Ο

-Η

-H

ο3
-4

3Ι

Ο>Σ

34
4

T-H-H4
.3

υ

-HΦ

4
-1

4
-1

-Ηο
ο

-H

-3

-H

ΙΗ
2
-4

τη

T

4
-)

ο-ΗE

33
ΙΩ

ο
3

3ο

τη$
-4

-Ο

4
.3

ΟΟ4
-3

$
-4

Ο•H

4
-)

οΙΗ

3$
-4

-H

>

3-H-H$
-1

$
-4

-H

-H
4

-)

E
Ου

Ο

τηωο

-u

ΙΗο-Η

-H-Η3
T

o

T
-Η

ΙΗ4
-4

Ο

ιη

oο2
-4

2
τη

ο


